
https://www.turfaustralia.com.au/newsletters/id/296 1/3

 

Having access to accurate and up-to-date data on the Australian turf industry is
invaluable.

The data that is uncovered from the Turf Statistics Project, which is currently
underway, provides Turf Australia with the resources it needs to accurately plan
for the future and track industry performance and growth over time.

This project is a major priority for Turf Australia, and we request that all growers
participate in the survey that has been emailed to them before it closes on
September 24. If any growers would like further information on this project,
please get in touch with Turf Australia (admin@turfaustralia.com.au)

Updates from Annual General Meeting 

In early September, Turf Australia held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and
board meeting, with all current board members committing to support the
association for the next twelve months.

Before official proceedings commenced, a Board of Directors training session
was held with over 15 leaders from turf businesses in attendance. Feedback from
the training was positive as our industry’s leaders brushed up on governance,
accountability and financial obligations.

Read More...

Nuturf - Platinum Sponsor

 Help needed: Statistics project underway

AusGAP - Platinum Sponsor 

AusGAP Scholarship

The Australian turf industry has recently pushed for the acknowledgement of
professional skills required in turf production and maintenance. New avenues of
study are becoming available in Australia to educate industry employees with
recognised qualifications on the back of tertiary studies.
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Level 1 water restrictions are currently affecting Greater Sydney, including the
Blue Mountains and the Illawarra regions. Other parts of New South Wales are
also in water restrictions with other states expected to follow suit in the coming
weeks – Melbourne and South East Queensland are both widely reported to be
considering restrictions.

All state-based turf associations are working tirelessly with water authorities to
advocate for the turf industry and to understand exactly when and what
restrictions will be enforced. This is also taking place on a national level.

Turf Australia, with support of state associations, will continue to keep growers
up-to-date with changes and provide advice on how to best communicate this
with customers.

Furthermore, Turf Australia is working closely with other green industry groups
such as Greenlife Industry Australia to pool resources, share information and
data and collectively put our best foot forward in order to manage these difficult
times as we head into the warmer months.

Read More...

Water restrictions 

Story of the month: Why you should think twice about fake grass 

Last month we shared an article from The Guardian reporting on some negative
sentiment in the United Kingdom surrounding synthetic grass; a sentiment we are
also seeing proliferate here in the Antipodes.

An article originally appearing in Stuff.co.nz but syndicated on Domain.com.au
entitled “Why you should think twice about using fake grass” tackles the topic of
synthetic vs living turf.

Read More...

LSA - Platinum Sponsor 
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A North Queensland Turf Seminar was held in August, with growers, sports turf
managers and landscapers descending on Townsville for a day of networking,
learning and knowledge sharing.

It was an incredibly diverse and engaged group, and the enthusiasm was
contagious throughout the day. It was invaluable having attendees from various
elements of the turf supply chain, each offering a new perspective or insight to
share.

Read More...

 

Turf Australia has recently agreed to cover the maintenance costs of managing a
living library of warm-season turf grasses in Queensland.

The facility which collects and catalogues Australian turf species for research and
development purposes has existed since 2000, but a “machinery of government
change” has left the site without formal funding, and collection in a state of limbo
since 2012.

Read More...

 

Lawn Solutions Australia – Turf Australia

Lawn Solutions has introduced another level of consumer protection for the Sir
Walter DNA certified turf they buy, known as the Sir Walter Original Breeder
Guarantee. As of 2018, all Lawn Solutions Australia growers are required to
regularly submit their Sir Walter DNA Certified back to AusGAP for testing
against the DNA fingerprint of the original foundation material.

Read More...

Industry comes together in North Queensland 

Turf Australia to fund Living Library 

TurfPlus - Gold Sponsor 

TurfCert Auditor Training takes place

Global Mark Auditors look over a soon-to-be TurfCert certified crop of a
newly released turf variety, on a chilly day in Pitt Town Bottoms NSW, late
last month.

Read More...
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Updates from Annual General Meeting

In early September, Turf Australia held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and board meeting, with
all current board members committing to support the association for the next twelve months.

Before official proceedings commenced, a Board of Directors training session was held with over 15
leaders from turf businesses in attendance. Feedback from the training was positive as our industry’s
leaders brushed up on governance, accountability and financial obligations.

A key outcome from the board meeting was a review of past and current sponsorship arrangements.
As our industry evolves, Turf Australia is committed to providing a more inclusive and level playing
field for all sponsors. New arrangements will be announced before the end of the calendar year.

The board reviewed recent events, with plans currently underway to announce the next iterations of
these events.

In addition, although 2019 is a non-voting year, we did welcome Chris Chapman from Evergreen Turf
onto the board to fill a vacant position.

Your Turf Australia board members for the next twelve months are as follows:

President: Ross Boyle, Rosemount Turf

Vice President: Bec Sellick, The Lawn Doctor

Treasurer: Neale Tweedie, Grech’s Turf

Board Members: Sarah Mason, Coastal Turf

Emma Burstall, Bizturf

Adam Dunstone, Strathayr

Chris Chapman, Evergreen Turf

With such an experienced and committed board, the association is in good shape to tackle current
industry challenges and continue to grow.
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AusGAP Scholarship

The Australian turf industry has recently pushed for the acknowledgement
of professional skills required in turf production and maintenance. New
avenues of study are becoming available in Australia to educate industry
employees with recognised qualifications on the back of tertiary studies.

With this in mind, AusGAP has launched a program in September 2019
whereby a number of financial grants will be awarded to assist with tuition
fees associated with a chosen field of study. The program aims to
encourage those who may be thinking of advancing their knowledge and
skills to do so.

The scholarship program will be open to turf production and maintenance
personnel who have been involved in the industry for at least four years
and, can prove they will continue along this path once they complete their
study. Turf farm managers and staff, golf course employees, and
racecourse and sports field curators qualify as suitable candidates.

The recipients will attend and participate in industry events during the
scholarship period. This will both promote the industry and increase their
exposure to areas that may be out of their usual scope of work. An
AusGAP training experience will also be included in the program.

Information on the scholarships is available at ausgap.com. All suitable
applicants will be considered.
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Story of the month: Why you should think twice about fake grass

Last month we shared an article from The Guardian reporting on some negative sentiment in the United
Kingdom surrounding synthetic grass; a sentiment we are also seeing proliferate here in the Antipodes.

An article originally appearing in Stuff.co.nz but syndicated on Domain.com.au entitled “Why you should
think twice about using fake grass” tackles the topic of synthetic vs living turf.

It is a balanced article, with various perspectives sought, but ultimately the piece is largely in favour of
living turf.

The article explores various benefits of natural grass, particularly from an environmental perspective.
The damage to naturally occurring soil, the flow-on effect to bugs and insects, as well as the way
synthetics heat up, are all referenced in the article.

A young family interviewed as part of the story perhaps put it best when explaining their decision to
stick with natural grass.

“I felt it would be adding to the amount of unnecessary plastic in the world at a time when we are trying
to reduce it,” said Vic Sutton.

Check out the full article here: Why you should think twice about using fake grass

Seed Consulting Services is an environment and sustainability consulting firm specialising in the
technical, planning and engagement services needed to build liveable cities. 
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Lawn Solutions Australia – Turf Australia

Lawn Solutions has introduced another level of consumer protection
for the Sir Walter DNA certified turf they buy, known as the Sir Walter
Original Breeder Guarantee. As of 2018, all Lawn Solutions Australia
growers are required to regularly submit their Sir Walter DNA Certified
back to AusGAP for testing against the DNA fingerprint of the original
foundation material.

The results of these tests are to ensure Breeder Certification. This is
provided by Brent Redman and confirms the current 2018 Sir Walter
DNA Certified will also be Breeder Certified against original Breeder
foundation material. This Sir Walter foundation material has been
managed in a clinical fashion since 1996, free of cross and open
pollination and contamination. This is Australia’s only true foundation
plot of Sir Walter to be maintained to AusGAP and ITGAP standards.

LSA members submitted their Sir Walter for DNA testing in 2015, but
genetic purity of a grass variety can be lost over time, as has been
seen with Greenlees Park Couch, Wintergreen Couch and some new
Kikuyu’s.

The 2018 testing used the latest DNA testing technology available,
was undertaken in accordance with ITGAP and AusGAP protocols
and exclusively tested against Brent Redman’s foundation material.

All the samples that were submitted for identification came back as a
positive match to the original source material from Brent Redman’s
farm. From this program was born the new brand of proven purity and
quality, Sir Walter DNA Certified – Breeder Guaranteed. This process
will be repeated periodically moving forward to ensure ongoing
compliance and purity.

Lawn Solutions Australia’s commitment in providing consumer
confidence when purchasing Sir Walter DNA Certified turf.
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A North Queensland Turf Seminar was held in August, with growers, sports turf managers and
landscapers descending on Townsville for a day of networking, learning and knowledge sharing.

It was an incredibly diverse and engaged group, and the enthusiasm was contagious throughout the
day. It was invaluable having attendees from various elements of the turf supply chain, each offering a
new perspective or insight to share.

The day involved a tour of Riverway Stadium, an Aussie Rules and cricket stadium, in the outskirts of
Townsville which was well-received by all attendees.

Another highlight was Dr Mick Battam’s presentation on the importance of soil management and
choosing the correct turf. Many Turf Australia members will have had the chance to meet and hear Dr
Battam speak on this topic before, but being able to facilitate this discussion directly with landscapers
and sports turf managers was particularly useful for the industry in North Queensland.

Turf Australia would like to acknowledge the support of Sacha and Lachlan Moncrieff of Paragon
Gardens, who were instrumental in building such a healthy attendance at the event. Thank you also to
Harden Park Lawns, Tropical Lawns and Marian Lawns for travelling long distances to be part of the
day.

Turf Australia looks forward to continuing to visit the region.
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Turf Australia to fund Living Library

Turf Australia has recently agreed to cover the maintenance costs of managing a living library of warm-
season turf grasses in Queensland.

The facility which collects and catalogues Australian turf species for research and development
purposes has existed since 2000, but a “machinery of government change” has left the site without
formal funding, and collection in a state of limbo since 2012.

Since 2012, Matt Roche, former Turf Research Scientist and now Director of Australian

Sports Turf Consultants (ASTC), has been managing this living library of approximately 160 different
turf species.

Without funding, the turf industry has faced the very real possibility that we would lose this collection of
historical species forever. After a series of consultations with ASTC, the Turf Australia board has
agreed to fund the ongoing management and maintenances of this site and review options for long-
term funding.

The importance of the living library cannot be understated. Over 160 different species are kept within
the facility, all of which can be accessed for research purposes. The specimens can be studied, and
findings be used to shape the development of new varieties. Our future is shaped through an
understanding of the past, and even species that are unlikely to be used again in Australia provide an
important perspective.

Sometimes you must look back to move forward and not only is the Living Library an important part of
our history, but it will also be an invaluable part of our future.

We look forward to sharing more information about this facility and how growers are benefiting from the
work that is carried out there.
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TurfCert Auditor Training takes place

Global Mark Auditors look over a soon-to-be TurfCert certified crop of a
newly released turf variety, on a chilly day in Pitt Town Bottoms NSW, late
last month.

Two days of intensive turf-training took place last month to bring a team
of quality auditors up to speed with the requirements of a newly developed
national turf certification program.

The Australian Seeds Authority (ASA) has been putting the finishing touches
to its TurfCert Turf Certification Program over recent months and in the
final implementation stages has been working solidly with TurfPlus as well
as Global Mark and their auditors in tying the program together.

The team from TurfPlus, in conjunction with Global Mark organised for a
couple of back-to-back training days that covered turfgrass identification,
weeds, pest and disease; both in theory and in on-farm practical
presentations.

Read More . . .
https://greenspaceturf.com.au/turfcert-auditor-training-takes-place/ or
http://bit.ly/2k6EjSY
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