
Summer magazine is on its way 

The summer edition of the Turf Australia Magazine is now on its way to growers!

This season’s edition of the magazine takes a look at the compelling visual

evidence that natural turf is the best solution for many urban design issues –

urban heat islands, heat emissions, effective storm water usage, and award-

winning designs.

There are also great reviews on the community turf events held late in 2018, a

grower feature story on one of Australia’s most isolated turf growers, and a wrap

up of State activities for last year.

Big positives out of industry statistics 

As the mountain of information gathered from more than 70 per cent of growers

as part of the national survey for the Turf Industry Statistics Project 2017-2018 to

2019-2020 (TU17005) is analysed, there have been some big positives already

realised.

The data has shown that while the industry has had some significant

rationalisation in terms of grower numbers and overall production, the farm gate

value of turf has significantly increased.

Read More...

LSA - Platinum Sponsors of Turf Australia 

Lawn Solutions Australia is a dedicated national network of turf producers

providing consistently high quality turfgrasses, turf-care products and other

specialised turf services to the landscape, commercial and domestic turf markets.

Read More...

2019 industry events for all growers and businesses! 

Turf Australia has hit the ground running in 2019 with the planning for its three

big industry events well underway. This year’s events are aimed at providing

informative programs for all people who work in turf businesses.

Women in Turf event: March 24 – 25, Coogee Beach, Sydney.

Turf Australia National Conference: May 30 – June 1, Sydney.

NxGen Forum: July 28 – 30, Adelaide Hills, South Australia.

Note down these dates and keep an eye out on Turf Australia’s facebook page

(www.facebook.com/turfaustralia), the website (www.turfaustralia.com.au) and

Dates for your Diary

18-20 February 2019, Turfgrass

Producers International

Conference, North Carolina

USA

24-25 March 2019, Turf

Australia Women in Turf

Conference, Coogee, NSW

1-2 April 2019, National

Sustainability Conference,

Brisbane, QLD

1-2 May 2019, Green

Industry Growing Leaders (Part

1), Sydney, NSW 

30-31 May 2019, Turf Australia

National Conference and Field

Day, Sydney Olympic Park,

NSW

1 June 2019, Turf Charity Race

Day, Rosehill, NSW 

18-20 June 2019,Landscape

Irrigation Conference &

Exhibition, Gold Coast, QLD

28-30 July 2019, Turf Australia

NxGen Forum, Crafers, SA

1-2 August 2019, Green

Industry Growing Leaders (Part

2), Brisbane, QLD

12-13 August 2019, Liveable

Cities Conference, Adelaide, SA

For SALE and Wanted

Have you got something for sale?

Turf Australia members can

advertise here for free. For more

information contact Rachel,

admin@turfaustralia.com.au

For SALE



future editions of the eNews bulletin for presenter, venue and registration

information.

States part of national development planning 

A get together of state representatives as part of the National Market

Development Project (TU16001) took place in Sydney this week.

As part of the Market Development project, collaboration with the state bodies

plays a key role in the project’s aim of engaging with growers around Australia

and promoting the benefits of turf both within the industry and the wider

community.

The planning workshop allowed states representatives to participate in Turf

Australia’s planning for activities during 2019 as part of the market development

project, communications project (TU16004), turf industry statistics project

(TU17005), and national grower events – Women in Turf, National Conference

and NxGen Forum.

Nuturf - Gold Sponsors of Turf Australia  

Nuturf, a division of Amgrow Australia Pty Ltd, is a leading distributor of products

and agronomic services specialising in the turf and amenity horticulture industry

in Australia. Our national network of qualified sales specialists offers advice and

solutions in Plant Nutrition, Plant Protection, Seed, Surfactants and Colourants.

Read More...

New project identifying post-farm benefits 

A new strategic investment project looking to put a figure on the post-farm gate

benefits of natural turf has begun.

The Balmoral Group will be delivering the project TU16006 Economic,

environmental, social and health impacts and benefits of the Turfgrass and

Lawncare Industries in Australia (Turf post farm gate benefits).

This project will look to establish multipliers for the post farm gate benefits of turf,

as well as quantifying the volume of turf active in the Australian environment, to

ultimately give a comprehensive valuation of the downstream benefits of the

industry.

Read More...

Green space making Twitter users more positive 

In more evidence supporting the overall health benefits of greenspace, an

analysis of online tweets and comments from people in Melbourne has found that

those sent when users were in a park were more positive.

In an analysis of 2.2 million tweets, research showed that those people who were

in a park environment when they posted their online comments were generally

more positive than those posted when the users were in built up or transport

areas.

Read More...

TurfBreed - Gold Sponsors of Turf Australia 

2014 John Deere Robomax

23” roll up 

6230 JD 4WD tractor

4200 hours

full service history

good condition

$265,000 plus GST

Call Warren 0418301005

For SALE

Brouwer 1570

23” roll harvester

2WD 5220

John Deere tractor good
condition

full service history

$50,000 plus GST

Call Warren 0418301005



TurfBreed looks forward to a great 2019

Following a successful first 12-months, TurfBreed is now more than excited

about kicking-off 2019 and looks forward to, again, working with its fellow

growers.

Read More...

Tribute to Stephen T. Cockerham 

At the end of 2018, the international turf fraternity lost Stephen T Cockerham, a

former Turf Producers International president and turf industry researcher.

Close friend and fellow researcher, Peter McMaugh, Turfgrass Scientific

Services, has penned a tribute to his close friend and turf industry fellow.

Read More...

Have your say on Hort Innovation’s strategic plan 

Growers are invited to have input into the way in which Hort Innovation invests

the Australian horticulture levy at Strategy Consultation Workshops in coming

weeks and months.

As Australian horticulture’s grower-owned Research & Development Corporation,

it is the task of Hort Innovation to invest levy funds in R&D and marketing

projects that grow the Australian horticulture industry in domestic and

international markets.

Workshops are being held around the country or the registration website allows

for online comments to be contributed by growers who cannot attend an event.

Read More...

Greenway Turf Solutions - Gold Sponsors of Turf Australia  

Greenway Turf Solutions Relocate National Office and QLD Operations

GTS have kicked off 2019 by relocating their National Office and Queensland

Operations.

Director Paul Spencer said, “GTS is a growing business and the move to a larger

facility will allow us to take our customer support and service to the next level.”

Read More...

2019 applications for Green Leaders program now open 

Applications for the final year of the Green Industry Growing Leaders Program

are now open.

The program is delivered by The Right Mind and encourages people from within

the turf and nursery industries to challenge themselves and improve their

leadership capacity.

Applications close on March 8.
More information about the 2019 program can be found HERE

Wanted to buy

Turf Washer,

One of Turf Australia's members

would like to buy a turf washer.

Please contact;

Turf NT, (08) 8984 9290     

Sponsored by

Platinum

   Gold

 Silver
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Big positives out of industry statistics

As the mountain of information gathered from more than 70 per cent of growers as part of the national
survey for the Turf Industry Statistics Project 2017-2018 to 2019-2020 (TU17005) is analysed, there
have been some big positives already realised.

The data has shown that while the industry has had some significant rationalisation in terms of grower
numbers and overall production, the farm gate value of turf has significantly increased.

There are now 176 growers nationally (down from 190) producing almost 38.5 million square metres of
turf annually, with an estimated farm gate value of $240 million.

It is an overwhelmingly positive result when the key objectives of the Turf Industry Strategic Investment
Plan are to increase the value of turf and returns to growers.

A snapshot of the project findings is included in the summer edition of the Turf Australia magazine with
further data and individual grower benchmarking reports to be available in coming weeks.
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Turf Australia is proud to have Lawn Solutions Australia (LSA)
as a Platinum Sponsor for 2017/18. Lawn Solutions Australia is a
dedicated national network of turf producers providing consistently
high quality turfgrasses, turf-care products and other specialised turf
services to the landscape, commercial and domestic turf markets.

With the largest collection of new turf types in the southern
hemisphere, Lawn Solutions Australia is at the forefront of turfgrass
research and development in Australia as well as ensuring the health
and safety of employees, customers and the public while improving
our environment. Lawn Solutions Australia continue to set the highest
standard in turf and turf production through the development and
adoption of industry best practices and offer specifiers, designers,
planners and the end-user a superior consistency of turf product right
around the country.  Turf Australia are pleased to have LSA's ongoing
support. 

lawnsolutionsaustralia.com.au

Please contact Turf Australia if you and/or your organisation are also
interested in sponsoring and supporting our great turf industry. 
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Nuturf, a division of Amgrow Australia Pty Ltd, is a leading distributor of products and agronomic
services specialising in the turf and amenity horticulture industry in Australia. Our national
network of qualified sales specialists offers advice and solutions in Plant Nutrition, Plant
Protection, Seed, Surfactants and Colourants.

In addition to servicing the Australian market Nuturf also have distribution networks across the
Asia Pacific and the Middle East.

Nuturf’s mission is to deliver to the Australian Turf and Amenity Horticulture industry – products,
service and agronomic solutions above and beyond the expectations of our clients. Our
commitment is to our customers, our staff, the environment and the community in which we
operate. The reputation and performance of our products and service is critical in achieving
growth and business success, providing a great place to work, and the delivery of our mission.

We are thrilled to be a Platinum sponsor of Turf Australia and look forward to assisting the turf
production market in the growth and development of their own business, with our knowledge,
product range and continued commitment to optimal turf performance.
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New project identifying post-farm benefits

A new strategic investment project looking to put a figure on the post-farm gate benefits of natural turf
has begun.

The Balmoral Group will be delivering the project TU16006 Economic, environmental, social and health
impacts and benefits of the Turfgrass and Lawncare Industries in Australia (Turf post farm gate
benefits).

This project will look to establish multipliers for the post farm gate benefits of turf, as well as quantifying
the volume of turf active in the Australian environment, to ultimately give a comprehensive valuation of
the downstream benefits of the industry.

The project relates to the Turf Industry Strategic Investment Plan - Outcome 2 (Improved strategic
decision making by turf growers from increased knowledge of industry data and consumer insights)
Strategy 5: Have a credible organisational benchmark for the industry in regards to social,
environmental, economic and health benefits.
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Green space making Twitter users more positive

In more evidence supporting the overall health benefits of greenspace, an analysis of online tweets and
comments from people in Melbourne has found that those sent when users were in a park were more
positive.

In an analysis of 2.2 million tweets, research showed that those people who were in a park environment
when they posted their online comments were generally more positive than those posted when the
users were in built up or transport areas.

The research was conducted by researchers at Melbourne University and the University of Tasmania as
part of their project: The Grass is Greener on the Other Side: Understanding the Effects of Green
Spaces on Twitter User Sentiments.

You can read the full article on The Conversation website HERE

Or read the full research document HERE

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
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TurfBreed looks forward to a great 2019

Following a successful first 12-months, TurfBreed is now more than excited about kicking-off 2019 and
looks forward to, again, working with its fellow growers.

With TurfBreed sales increasing by 30% over the past 12-months, Managing Director Steve Burt said
“…TurfBreed’s growers should be proud of their work and look forward to the year ahead”.

“We finished our first 12-months on a high following major achievements attained by our growers and
goals exceeded,” he added.

“The year ahead will see us working alongside our growers again to increase their profitability through
productive information and marketing.”

Most importantly, please put it in red on your calendar – TurfBreed’s Annual Conference May 19-21 at
the Hunter Valley, NSW.

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
 



Tribute to Stephen T. Cockerham

At the end of 2018, the international turf fraternity lost Stephen T Cockerham, a former Turf Producers

International president and turf industry researcher.

Close friend and fellow researcher, Peter McMaugh, Turfgrass Scientific Services, has penned a tribute

to his close friend and turf industry fellow.

I have been much saddened by the news of the death of Stephen T Cockerham on New Year’s Eve,

following complications after treatment for melanoma.  Steve was 79.  He served with distinction as

President of TPI in 1981-82.  He was a contemporary of Dr James B Beard at Purdue as an

undergraduate.  He did his Masters at NMSU.  There is a fine article about him in Turf News, the TPI

magazine March/April 2017.  It is followed by an extensive article on Jim Beard and his wife, Harriet. 

Both of these were close personal friends of mine and to lose them both within 12 months has been

hard to take.

I first met Steve when he was invited to Australia by George and Katie Dukats, the owners of Beverina

Estates at Cobbitty.  Kate was the inaugural secretary of TGA of NSW when we founded in 1983.  They

have since left the industry.  Steve visited Australia twice coming again for the 8th ITRC held in Sydney

in 1997 when I was President of ITS.

Steve’s career in turf began with working for the late Toby Grether at CalTurf.  He had his own turf farm

at Perris for 5 years.  He followed this with a long stint as Operations Manager for the University (UCR)

farms at Riverside (1983-2006).  He is survived by his wife Barbara, a distinguished educator.  Their

son was killed aged 16 in a tragic accident on the main research farm.  He met Barbara while serving in

the Peace Corps in El Salvador from 1962-64.  At UCR he worked extensively with Dr Vic Gibeault

another great personal friend of both of us.  On his retirement in 2006 Steve was awarded the title of

Professor Emeritus – the only recipient without a Ph.D. to ever receive this title. After retirement he

retained an office in the Turf Research Section at Riverside, now headed up by Dr James Baird.

I last visited with him there in July 2017 after the Rutgers ITRC in New Jersey where I gave a paper on

Zoysias.  Steve was a long-time worker with Stan Spauldings and Vic Gibeault on the zoysia

programme at UCR started by Dr Vic Youngner.  This produced the notable releases El Toro, DeAnza

and Victoria.

He was the turf consultant to the LA Coliseum for 30 years.

Steve and his wife Barbara generously hosted me several times at their homes first in Ventura and

latterly at Riverside.  I will miss him and his warm generous friendship and banter very much.

I do not believe he ever received the respect that was his due in the wider turf industry.  He was a great

guy.

Peter McMaugh

January 14, 2019
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Have your say on Hort Innovation’s strategic plan

Growers are invited to have input into the way in which Hort Innovation invests the Australian
horticulture levy at Strategy Consultation Workshops in coming weeks and months.

As Australian horticulture’s grower-owned Research & Development Corporation, it is the task of Hort
Innovation to invest levy funds in R&D and marketing projects that grow the Australian horticulture
industry in domestic and international markets.

Workshops are being held around the country or the registration website allows for online comments to
be contributed by growers who cannot attend an event.

In 2019, Hort Innovation is developing a new Strategic Plan to strengthen the way the organisation
works and to make sure the industry levies work best for growers.

As part of this process, Hort Innovation believes it is important this process begins with the growers
themselves, which is why a series of Strategy Consultation Workshops in regional and city areas
around the country, open to any member of an Australian levy-paying horticulture business have been
planned.

Taking place between January and May, these workshops will have the opportunity for growers to learn
more about how Hort Innovation currently works to invest industry levy funds, and to freely discuss your
views and ideas on how we can do this better in future to meet the current needs and priorities of the
sector.

The outcomes of these workshops will be integrated into the development of the new Hort Innovation
Strategic Plan, to be released mid-2019.

To attend a workshop, go to www.yourlevy.com and register. There is also the opportunity to provide
comment via the website.
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Greenway Turf Solutions Relocate National Office and QLD Operations

GTS have kicked off 2019 by relocating their National Office and Queensland Operations.

Director Paul Spencer said, “GTS is a growing business and the move to a larger facility will allow us to
take our customer support and service to the next level.”

The new GTS warehouse and office can be located at Unit 3/2 Ant Road, Yatala, QLD 4207

GTS is an agronomic focused supplier of speciality products and services to the professional turf
industry. Our team provides the highest standard of scientifically based advice in the turf market.

Happy New Year from all the team at GTS!

www.greenwayturfsolutions.com
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