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It has been a horrific few weeks in the eastern states as bushfires ravage much
of New South Wales and parts of Queensland. We know that these fires are
affecting some of our growers and we send our heartfelt wishes.

At the same time, the drought continues to grip large parts of the country as
water restrictions are tightened.

Turf Australia and its counterparts in the states continue to advocate for the
industry. Where possible we are looking to partner with other green industries to
lobby government and ensure that water restrictions are fair for the entire
community.

It's a tough time for everyone. Please look after yourselves, both physically and
emotionally. Look out for your family and colleagues. We are stronger together.
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Lawn Solutions Australia

With tough conditions right across Australia be it economic or drought, the
pressure to provide better and new turf grasses with genuine water, fertiliser
and maintenance solutions has never been more important the right now.

Read More...

Picturesque Williamstown, on the shores of Port Phillip Bay will be the location
for the 2020 Women in Turf conference, taking place from 9-10 February, 2020.

Building on the great connections made at the 2019 version in Sydney, this event
will bring together a like-minded community of women who work or are involved
in the turf production industry.

It promises to be a great opportunity to connect with women who work in all parts
of turf businesses, whether that be making key business decisions, on the tools
or in the office.

Sessions will include health and well-being, communication and sales skills.

For more information: hitps://www.turfaustralia.com.au/associationnews/women-
in-turf-2020

AusGAP - Platinum Sponsor
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AusGAP

AusGAP certified producers in Sydney and Victoria are in store for a visit from

N Billy Skaggs, representative of the International Turfgrass Genetic Assurance
Program (ITGAP). Mr Skaggs will be conducting audits on AusGAP certified turf
‘ farms, ensuring the processes of the genetic assurance program are met.

AUSGAP -

CERTIFIED

Trail Leadership Program

Click here for further details

Turf Australia will be offering the chance for a turf grower or employee of a turf
farm the opportunity to attend TRAIL, a cross-sector leadership course for Isuzu Truck and fork for
emerging leaders in rural and regional Australia. Sale

This is an incredible opportunity for turf growers to follow in the footsteps of the
three previous attendees from our industry that have attended the course and
seen tangible benefits to their careers.

Read More...

New turf industry working group

A new working group has been formed to create a common voice for the
Australian turf industry, inclusive of turf producers as well as sports turf, bowls, S = :
golf and racecourse managers. Click here for further details

Jenny Zadro from Turf Australia recently convened the first meeting of this
working group which aims to build a united voice for all turf industries. There was WANTED
a productive initial meeting in December which identified five key issues that the

group would work together on including: Trebro SC2010 Roll

Machine
Water security and climate

Education, training and attraction and retention of staff

Alternative surfaces such as synthetic

Pests and disease
A lack of collaboration between stakeholders.

The priority for this group will be to collaborate on joint positions for each of
these issues which will be used to lobby stakeholders as a combined group.

Call Frank on 0418864434

Turf Australia will continue to share updates on this new group
Email:

Agriculture Research station to future-proof farms lawn@ifaloturt.com.au

Scientists are developing farms of the future at a new facility in south-western Have you got something for

New South Wales. sale? Turf Australia
members can advertise

The CSIRO’s Boorowa Agricultural Research Station (BARS) which opened here for free. For more

earlier this month, will use drones, remote monitoring and advanced data i:{g?;ﬁgon contact Turf

analytics to test emerging technologies in crop science, agronomy and farming admin@furfaustralia.com.au

systems.

Read More...
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To support the future growth of the horticultural sector, Hort Innovation is
constantly refining business practices to service growers and the industries they
work in, including turf.

Hort ° At the recent Hort Innovation Annual General Meeting, Dr Anthony Kachenko,

Innovahon General Manager, Extension & Adoption, Hort Innovation outlined a new
Extension & Adoption initiative to ensure communications and extension
activities enhance business decisions and adoption of on-farm practice.

TurfPlus takes on new members

Another four new Turfgrowers have been recently onboarded to the TurfPlus
Integrated Management System with a further eight ready to go in the New
Year.

TURF, =
PLUS

i i I Helping achieve compliance and greater efficiencies in a number of key areas
5”‘:25«3’1’4«2& : of their turf production operations, the TurfPlus system has been welcomed by
growers as it helps to do away with the reams of paperwork that often plagues

some programs.

The Board of Turf Qld would like to pass on their sincere thanks to Jim who has
worked hard for the Queensland turf growers for many years. He has lifted the
industry profile to all levels of government.

Jim has always been available for growers when needed, especially in times of
water restrictions around the state, for various awareness projects and in
highlighting the potential of the industry in more applications such as erosion
control.

We wish Jim the very best and hope he enjoys retirement and that we see him in
the future.

Turf QId will continue its operation with the assistance of Turf Australia and
determine the ongoing plans in early 2020.

Colin Campbell (Chemicals) has launched the first Australian podcast for the turf
industry a little over 6 months ago. There has been 18 episodes so far ranging
from a wide variety of topics. Behind The Turf is our podcast for turf & landscape
managers. Our podcast brings you various topics from around the turf world with
interviews from leading university professors, current thoughts on topics affecting
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the industry as well as various interviews with prominent turf managers in
Australia. the aim of the podcast is to educate as well as entertain. We hope you
enjoy the listen. You can download the podcast through iTunes, Spotify or
SoundCloud. Or you <can stream or direct download from our
website hitp:/bit.ly/podcastCCC

Turf Australia would like to wish all its members a Merry Christmas and a safe
and prosperous New Year. Thank you for your support throughout the year.

M er i.y

Christrih Our office will be closed from the 21st of December, returning on the 6th of
j January.

However, should you need to reach us urgently throughout this time, please call
Jenny Zadro on 0408 441 119 or email jenny.zadro@turfaustralia.com.au

This project has been funded by Hort Inmovation using the turf

rsarch and development levy and funds from the Australion Gowernmant,
For mare information on the fund and strategic levy investment wisit
horticulture.com.au

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
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Lawn Solutions Australia

With tough conditions right across Australia be it economic or drought,
the pressure to provide better and new turf grasses with genuine
water, fertiliser and maintenance solutions has never been more
important the right now.

TifTuf, for Lawn Solution members is proving to provide answers in all
of these areas. We were reserved at first on how this Bermuda would
perform with so many old and re-hashed varieties already on the
market, LSA did not want to release another “me too” or “just like”
variety. It had to be genuinely better, different and provide a real and
visible not just scientific benefits to the end user.

I AWN TifTuf in 2019 has really started to be a standout in both sports turf
and home lawns, with sales and results already exceeding
SOLUTION expectations. Lawn Solutions Australia are excited for all members

A USTRATL I A looking at a bright future with this premium product that was truly
forged from science, to meet the current needs of the consumer and
the environment.

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
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AusGAP

AusGAP certified producers in Sydney and Victoria are in store for a visit
from Billy Skaggs, representative of the International Turfgrass Genetic
Assurance Program (ITGAP). Mr Skaggs will be conducting audits on
N S AusGAP certified turf farms, ensuring the processes of the genetic

I assurance program are met.

The annual independent system audit and farm inspections ensure the turf
AUS GAP producers certified under AusGAP are ITGAP compliant and the grasses
involved in this transpacific certification program are in fact genetically pure
CERTIFIED and meet the certification standards. Billy Skaggs will spend a week with
AusGAP manager Mick Sutton visiting growers to carry out on farm

inspections and staff training.
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Trail Leadership Program

Turf Australia will be offering the chance for a turf grower or employee of a turf farm the opportunity to
attend TRAIL, a cross-sector leadership course for emerging leaders in rural and regional Australia.

This is an incredible opportunity for turf growers to follow in the footsteps of the three previous
attendees from our industry that have attended the course and seen tangible benefits to their careers.

the TRAIL program takes people from diverse backgrounds, communities and occupations and
leverages this diversity to build leadership skills. The program helps participants understand more
about themselves and others and in-turn form a network of supportive leaders.

The objectives of the program are to:
Create awareness of personal effectiveness and how this relates to collaboration with others.

Explore a range of areas relevant to leadership, including ethics, values, social responsibility,
negotiation, communication and critical thinking

Provide opportunities to build personal and professional relationships.

The course will include a balance of practical tasks, psychometric assessment, group work and
experiential learning to ensure that the experience is enjoyable, dynamic and beneficial.

Friendships and connections are forged as part of this immersive four-day outdoor leadership, so don’t
hesitate to contact Turf Australia for more information (Jenny.Zadro@turfaustralia.com.au).

For more information on the program itself follow this link.

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
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Agriculture Research station to future-proof farms
Scientists are developing farms of the future at a new facility in south-western New South Wales.

The CSIRO’s Boorowa Agricultural Research Station (BARS) which opened earlier this month, will use
drones, remote monitoring and advanced data analytics to test emerging technologies in crop science,
agronomy and farming systems.

The 290- hectare facility took four years to design and build and is equipped with 100 temperature and
humidity probes, 72 soil moisture probes and six weather stations.

Hundreds of small plots will be used to trial new methods of food production, while long-term
experiments will investigate changes to the soil over time.

Director of CSIRO Agriculture and Food Michiel van Lookeren Campagne said the current drought
made it more important than ever to build resilient agriculture systems.

“We'll be trialling new varieties of wheat, canola, legumes and pastures that can withstand warmer
conditions, such as those predicted for the future,” he said.

“We’'ll also continue to research the best farming practices to manage our fragile soils and get the most
from every drop of water.”

Australian farming businesses used 10.5 ML of water in 2017-18, with most of this going to irrigate
crops and pastures, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

Minister for Agriculture Bridget McKenzie said the facility would help farmers navigate uncertain times
ahead.

“This is a particularly significant milestone for the industry and farming community Australia-wide given
the crippling effects of drought,” she said.

“[BARS] will equip us with decision-making tools, climate-adapted crops and the ability to monitor farms
at unprecedented levels of accuracy.”
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Hort Innovation launches new Extension & Adoption Framework

To support the future growth of the horticultural sector, Hort Innovation is constantly refining business
practices to service growers and the industries they work in, including turf.

At the recent Hort Innovation Annual General Meeting, Dr Anthony Kachenko, General Manager,
Extension & Adoption, Hort Innovation outlined a new Extension & Adoption initiative to ensure
communications and extension activities enhance business decisions and adoption of on-farm practice.

Research is only as good as the communications and extension activities that support it, but recent
feedback from levy payers across industries was that more coordination and resources are needed to
ensure that growers benefit from research through tangible and implementable outcomes.

As a result, Hort Innovation have created the Extension & Adoption (E&A) Framework to act as a
roadmap to ensure growers are getting the maximum value for their levy dollars. To support this
framework, a dedicated E&A unit has been created within Hort Innovation to support current
researchers and service providers to ensure that good theoretical research makes its way to on-farm
practice change.

The unit will enhance the coordination, communication and application of research and development
outcomes and will include a team of regional coordinators, who will work in the regions. Unlike other
Hort Innovation staff, these employees will focus on regions of Australia rather than on specific funds.

These new E&A coordinators will aim to link growers and research providers and build a collaborative
approach to solving on-farm problems that makes best use of existing and ongoing research. The
coordinators will have a ‘two-way’ function. They will be out in the field, working directly with growers to
build tailored E&A strategies as well as listen to growers to identify challenges and issues that require
cross-industry support.

Dr Kachenko told attendees of a workshop following the AGM in Sydney that the new E&A initiative is
all about making sure that levy payers are getting the most value out of their investments.

“Hort Innovation invests in research and development in order to ensure all our horticulture industries
are as productive and profitable as they can possibly be. This new approach to extension and adoption
is designed to make sure that communicating the outcomes of research reaches each and every
grower, that the information is relevant and timely, and that the pathway to on-farm practice change is
clear and defined,” he said.

Want more information about the Hort Innovation Extension & Adoption Framework and how it applies
to you? Head to www.horticulture.com.au/extension
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TurfPlus takes on new members

Another four new Turfgrowers have been recently onboarded to the TurfPlus Integrated Management
System with a further eight ready to go in the New Year.

Helping achieve compliance and greater efficiencies in a number of key areas of their turf production
operations, the TurfPlus system has been welcomed by growers as it helps to do away with the reams
of paperwork that often plagues some programs.

The release of the latest refinements to the cloud-based management system has been seen by many
growers as a terrific tool that can replace hours of hand-written checks and double-handled data entry.

TurfPlus has been designed to help Turfgrowers keep abreast of the latest legislation, train staff to high
levels of safety and competency, then demonstrate the compliance of the entire operation through
external audits, and where required; through independent certification organisations.

The TurfPlus Accreditation badge ensures that TurfPlus growers repetitively deliver the required turf
type of similar quality standards, whilst meeting, and in most cases surpassing the legislative
requirements for compliance.

TurfPlus will help Turfgrowers become compliant with current WHS, EMS, CoR and IR/HR legislation
and best-practice standards and will offer them quality accreditation that ultimately gives them a
competitive advantage in the market place.

TurfPlus operates on an annual subscription basis with a tiered level of membership. To find out more
or become a TurfPlus member please contact 1300 094577.
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