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It’s been a busy few months for the turf industry – packed
full of levy-funded investment activities, events, and
development projects.
Momentum from the incredibly successful Women in Turf event last
quarter continued, with strong engagement and participation at both
the TurfBreed conference and our own Turf Australia conference.
These events were a great opportunity to bring together growers and
wider industry professionals and stakeholders, to network and share
their experiences and insights.

TurfBreed conference
May was one of the busiest months on the calendar, and it all kicked
off with the TurfBreed growers conference, held in the Hunter Valley
on 19 – 21 May.
This was a popular event, with around 110 growers in attendance. All
the speakers were highly informative and well received. The growers I
spoke to were pleased by the balance of technical-based information
and practical solutions.
The charity auction was a whopping success, raising $35,000 for
Darwin-based, Gavin Howie. Huge thank you to the farmers, TurfBreed,
and those who donated items, for their incredible generosity.

Turf Australia conference
The National Conference and Field Day was held in Sydney from
30 May – 1 June. The event was exceptionally well put together, as
growers from all camps mingled, networked and engaged with the
wider industry. The atmosphere was buzzing.
There were interesting and engaging presentations across the
conference. Dr Mick Battam’s presentation about managing sports
fields particularly piqued my interest. Dr Battam highlighted the
importance of getting the right grass, on the right soil for successful
growth and maintenance. Especially with the implications that
perhaps the need for synthetic fields are overstated. The message for
us as growers, was that we need to be part of that education process
with local councils and sports clubs, to ensure the reputation of our
product.

The Turf Australia conference is an
important event to bring together our entire
industry of growers, so a big thanks to all
the farmers for coming along to that and
making it such a success ...

Turf Australia Chairman, Ross Boyle, addresses attendees at the
opening of the 2019 Turf Australia National Conference and Field Day.

Industry insights
At the top of my mind for industry as we enter the next part of the year
is water restrictions. With some states entering a restriction period
now, make sure you are aware of local regulations. And of course, we
all hope for substantial rain to come so we aren’t seeing stricter and
more widespread water regulations in the future.
It’s great to hear and see the turf industry is performing well in the
eastern states. What we need, is to see the economic and social value
of natural turf rise in the west – with the dry conditions and overall
demand lacking at this point. With the current weather conditions and
more sandy-based soil, they’re seeing a lot more artificial turf being
laid. We need to start changing the conversation to focus on the health
and community benefits that come with cooler cities and cleaner air.

What’s next?
The charity auction on the first night was a great success, raising
$16,000 for the Turf Australia Membership Fund. Thanks to everyone
who donated and placed a bid – this fund is a great way for us to give
back to our turf community members and causes in times of need.
Though wet weather was forecast for Day 2, conference goers were
happy to have clear skies out at the Field Day at Grech’s Turf in
Windsor. With such a variety of exhibitors, it was great for everyone
to share insights, chat about latest technologies, and see some turf
machinery in action. Thanks to the host and owner of Grech’s Turf,
Neale Tweedie, for having everyone out to see his fantastic operation.
The Turf Australia conference is an important event to bring together
our entire industry of growers, so a big thanks to all the farmers
for coming along to that and making it such a success - especially
considering it’s was only a couple of weeks out from the TurfBreed
conference.
Finally, an enormous thank you to Jenny Zadro and Nadene
Bredenkamp for all their tireless efforts pulling it together. If you didn’t
get the opportunity to head along, be sure to read up on some of the
presentations.
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The NxGen Forum will be held out at the Adelaide Hills on 28 – 30
July. So, keep your eyes and ears open for more details to come. It’s a
fantastic opportunity to engage the next generation of our workforce;
our future industry leaders. If you’re able to head along, it’ll be a
fantastic event!

Ross Boyle, Rosemount Turf
Chairman
Turf Australia
facebook.com/

Follow us on Facebook! Keep up
to date with what’s happening in
the industry and at Turf Australia.
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Understanding the true value of turf
Turfgrass brings many different direct and indirect
benefits to the economy, environment, as well
as human health and wellbeing perspectives.
Balmoral Group Australia and Hort Innovation have
partnered to identify these benefits across the
entire industry. Sam Miller from Balmoral Group
Australia has provided an important update on the
project.

Balmoral Group Australia (BGA) has partnered with Hort Innovation
to uncover the economic, environmental, social, and health benefits
of the Turfgrass Industry (TU17006). Spanning the entire supply chain
from the farmer’s field to the footy oval, park, roadside or lawn near
you. The analysis is made possible through the previous research
which has sought to define different social and health benefits of
turf (TU12017 and TU07034), the extent of turf cover in urban areas
(TU13027 and GC15004), turf industry statistics (TU16001) as well as
numerous other academic studies and literature. By bringing all this
data together, the following questions can be answered:
• How much turf is produced, delivered and installed? And what is the
value of this economic activity?
• What is the value of the economic activity spent on maintaining turf?
• How much of each type of turf is in there in our urban suburbs? And
what is the value of the benefits it produces?

ENVIRONMENTAL
BENEFITS

The economic activity, the value of all the machinery, labour, and
chemical inputs into growing, delivering and installing turf is well
understood, thanks to work undertaken by Turf Australia to understand
the costs of production. Research by BGA has also uncovered the
extent to which local governments and homeowners care for and
maintain their turf – answering the first part of the research.
ECONOMIC
BENEFITS

HEALTH
BENEFITS

SOCIAL
BENEFITS

The range of environmental, social, and health benefits of turf are wide
ranging and, in many cases, overlap with each other. As economists,
when we attempt to define the total benefits of an activity, we try to
eliminate double counting as much as possible. The table (see Table:
Non-market benefits) outlines those benefits which are not adequately
accounted for in private markets, which is why we call them non-market
benefits.
For example, without irrigated turf, home owners would be forced to
pay more, either by running air conditioners more often, or by suffering
the debilitating health and social effects of the Urban Heat Island. The
Willingness to Pay (WTP) for turfed parks and sports fields account for the
full range of benefits that these vital pieces of green infrastructure play in
our urban areas, including operating as places to socialise and exercise,
which in turn improves physical and mental health. Similarly, the range of
benefits that people receive from having home lawn, such as the ability to
let kids and pets run around or have a nice barbie, is captured in the price
that people pay to enjoy it – approximately 3% of the value of the home.
Each urban suburb in Australia will naturally have a different value
per m2 of turf, depending on the local conditions. Part of the project
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Image: The varying demand for cooling kW hours across Australia.
includes defining these local conditions to measure the impact of
turf in each individual urban suburb. For example, as the image (at
right) demonstrates, the number of cooling kW hours demanded in
Melbourne is lower than that of Sydney, which is in turn lower than
Brisbane, but even within cities some suburbs are more vulnerable to
Urban Heat Island effects than others, in part due to the lack of turf.
The final product of the research will provide Hort Innovation, Turf
Australia and their members with the ability to demonstrate the
range of benefits that turfgrass provides in each urban suburb of
Australia within major cities. This will enable the people who buy and
manage turfgrass to understand the value that it brings to their local
economies, as well as the raft of non-market benefits they provide.
BGA will leverage Power BI as a tool that will enable the users of the
research to quickly and easily locate the information most relevant
for each market segment in the suburb of interest.
If you have any questions you would like to ask regarding the
project, please do not hesitate to contact the BGA project lead:
Samuel Miller, Resource Economist, www.balmoralgroup.com.au

Legend:
kWh demand for cooling
0 kWh

3851 kWh

Non-market benefits.
Value

Type of Turf

Unit

$

Avoided cost of cooling

All Turf

Per household per degree Celsius hour

0.0148

Carbon sequestration

All Turf

Per tonne of carbon dioxide absorbed

34.30

Avoided cost of storm water infrastructure

All Turf

Per litre of runoff infiltrated

0.002

Park

Per household per % of turfed area

75.59

Willingness to Pay (WTP) for Turfed Sports Fields

Sports Field

Per household per % of turfed area

76.04

Increase House Value

Home Lawn

% of property price (rent) per lawn

Willingness to Pay (WTP) for Turfed Public Park

3%/lawn area

THE LINDSAY ADVANTAGE

IRRIGATION SOLUTIONS THAT INCREASE YOUR PROFITS
FieldNET™ Wireless Irrigation Management
Stay informed and make adjustments
on the fly with FieldNET by Lindsay.
FieldNET integrates with Precision VRI
to provide complete remote irrigation
management, with VRI control,
monitoring and reporting.
The innovative easy-to-use tool
saves time, energy, labour and water.

Growsmart® Precision VRI
Grow high quality, even turf with less irrigation water – increasing
revenue at a reduced cost and environmental impact.
How you ask? Growsmart Precision VRI controls every individual
sprinkler removing the limitations of traditional blanket
irrigation. Optimise the use of resources by delivering irrigation
only where is needed and reduce environmental impacts such
as nutrient leaching and run-off.

“Precision VRI gives us the ability to salvage areas not previously
harvestable, I think a 15% increase in harvest will be achievable”
says John Keleher from Australian Lawn Concepts, “There will
be many more benefits of this technology to our turf operation,
I can see it paying for itself in 12 months.”
For more information talk to your local Zimmatic® by Lindsay
dealer or visit www.growsmartprecisionvri.co.nz.

0458 967 424
infoaustralia@lindsay.com

© 2016 LINDSAY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ZIMMATIC, FIELDNET AND GROWSMART ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF THE LINDSAY CORPORATION.
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Adelaide Hills to host NxGen 2019
The NxGen Forum, where the best and brightest of the turf
industry’s next generation come together, is heading to the
Adelaide Hills this year.
The aim of this yearly forum is to cultivate the next generation of our industry and
in 2019 the focus will be on leadership, team-building and business development.
Taking place from 28 – 30 July, this great community of young growers will get the
chance hear from a strong line-up of speakers about turf, business and life. There
will also be an opportunity to network and make lifelong connections.
In an evolution from previous forums, there will be an extension of activity beyond the
three days spent in the Adelaide Hills. Attendees will build on the connections they
make with a program of exclusive content and information developed to ensure that
they don’t just become an NxGener for three days, they become an NxGener for life.
Turf Australia has secured one of the most magnificent venues in South Australia,
Mount Lofty House, which will provide the backdrop for what promises to be an
unforgettable couple of days.
The event is tailored for turf growers aged 40 and under, so whether you’ve been
working on the family farm for a while, or starting your turf career from scratch, this
event promises to be a great step forward in your career.
For more information on the forum, and to register your interest,
please visit the Turf Australia website: www.turfaustralia.com.au
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BOOST PRODUCTIVITY AND INCREASE EFFICIENCY
WITH A BA SPRAYER!

TURF SOLUTIONS
Linkage sprayers from 400 – 1900 litres
Trailed sprayers from 200 – 3300 litres
Manual or Hydraulic fold booms from 6
metres – 18 metres
GPS guidance and auto rate control options
available

MANUFACTURING PURPOSE
BUILT SPRAYERS TO SUIT
YOUR NEEDS

CONTACT US TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR CUSTOMISED TURF SPRAYER!

03 5278 9033

Queensland & Northern NSW:
South Australia & Western Australia:
Victoria, Tasmania & Southern NSW:
Regional Manager:

Greg Williams
Sean Williams
David Soderstrom
Daniel Peacock

P: 0428 435 823
P: 0418 881 008
P: 0448 383 699
P: 0419 564 463

Continued...

www.bagroupaustralia.com.au
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Mastering the management of mites
The levy-funded project, Integrated pest
management of Phytophagus mites in turfgrass
(TU17003) has been tackling the issues surrounding
Phytophagus mites in turf production through an
integrated pest management lens. The project
has recently finished and entomologist from IPM
Technologies, Jessica Page, shares the results.

W

hat do growers of onions, apples, berries, spinach and grapes
all have in common? While they may be incredibly diverse
industries, they have all had proven success using Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) to deal with pests in a sustainable way, by
balancing the biological, cultural and chemical control options.

in couch mites. Additionally, mites are particularly good at developing
resistance because of their very short lifecycles.
In other industries many species of mites have developed resistance
to all the products in the below graph, building a stronger case to
implement an IPM approach in turf production. When deciding which
miticides to use, growers should consider how toxic the formula might
be to predatory mites that can help reduce the population of pest mites.
Miticides currently registered in Turf production
Trade name
Thumper, Gymnast

Chemical
group

Toxicity to
predatory mites

Abamectin

6

Medium

Bifenthrin

3A

High

Higran, Waldo

Diafenthiuron

12A

High

Beware of couch mites

Apollo, Prophesy

Clofentezine

10A

Low

The first step in building an IPM strategy is identifying the different
groups of mites found in turf. In Australia, there are four main groups:

Finesse, Paramite

Etoxazole

10B

Medium

• Grass webbing mites or spider mites (Tetranychidae family)
• False spider mites (Tenuipalpidae family)
• Kikuyu mites (Tarsonemidae family)
• Couch mites (Eriophyoidea or Eriophyidae family) host specific
“Each group of mites can cause damage, but it is the couch mites that
pose the greatest risk of economic loss in turf production,” Jessica said.
“You may have heard of this group of pests referred to as blister, bud
and gall mites and they also affect a range of other crops including
vineyards, citrus and berries.”
Although the mites that affect other crops are from a different species,
they do share a common characteristic. All couch mites possess a
toxin in their saliva which causes a distortion in the turf, providing them
with a protected environment to breed. It’s this self-made protection
that makes couch mites so difficult to control.
In warm season grasses, these mites will breed all year, with the
generation time (egg to adult) varying from five days to several weeks
depending on the temperature. In cool climates, they become dormant
over the winter. Like other species of mites, populations of couch mites
will increase rapidly in late spring and summer.

Battling resistance
There are currently five miticides from four different chemical groups
registered for use in turf production, here in Australia.
Bifenthrin is a broad-spectrum synthetic pyrethroid that is registered
for other pests in turf. Applications targeting African black beetle for
example, will contribute to the development of resistance in mites. As a
result, it is likely that there is already a resistance to Bifenthrin present

KEY POINTS for mite control:
• Select miticides from different chemical groups to
reduce the risk of resistance.
• Keep miticide sprays to a minimum.
• Correct identification is important – refer to diagrams.
• Most importantly use an integrated approach –
incorporate as many cultural or mechanical options as
possible to reduce reliance on miticides alone.
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Terminate

Active

Note: This table is current at the time of publication. Please visit the
APVMA website to ensure for the most up to date information surrounding
registered chemical products: https://apvma.gov.au/node/10831

Looking beyond pesticides
Reducing high populations with pesticides alone is rarely successful
and poses the risk of developing resistant mite populations.
“An integrated approach that incorporates cultural practices and
chemicals, as well as biological control is undoubtedly the best
strategy for protecting crops sustainably. In fact, cultural controls can
be just as effective as miticides,” Jessica said

CULTURAL CONTROLS
Resistant varieties - The best way to avoid couch mite problems
is to grow turf varieties that are either resistant or tolerant.
Fertilisation and irrigation – Strategic fertilisation and irrigation
practices promote good plant health and vigorous plant growth.
Hot, dry, dusty conditions and stressed, slow growing plants will
favour the mites.
Mowing and disposing of clippings
Scalping late spring/summer can reduce populations
Control weed grasses on the edge of farms
Severe infestations can be reduced by seed instead of vegetative
propagation and a clean fallow.

Leveraging predatory mites
Naturally occurring predatory mites and insects do exist, though at
this stage they do not play a major role in controlling mites in turf. Soils
that are high in organic material provide the greatest opportunity for
high numbers of predatory mites and soil dwelling beetles which prey
on damaging mites.
These are generalist predators that feed on pest mites, fly larvae and
other small invertebrates. There are also naturally occurring predators
of mites that live in the foliage that can be encouraged by applying
poultry manure.
“Biological control is certainly not the silver bullet for control of all
dangerous mite species, but it should be explored as a component
of the overall management of pests in turf. When combined with the
strategic use of cultivation techniques and a pragmatic approach
to pesticide use, turf growers are likely to have greater success
in managing the population and damage caused by pest mites,”
concluded Jessica.
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• Yes! Phytophagous mites of several genera feed on grasses.
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• Careless use of chemicals can destroy beneficial predators.
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ass Webbing Mites
Oligonychus araneum, O. digitatus
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• Distortion of terminal growing points is generally a clear sign of
mite damage, but can also be confused with herbicide damage.
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Industry statistics: farm gate returns up, grower numbers and production down (continued)

With the increased production levels of the

Buffalo yellowing in the Hawkesbury Valley
It’s been the talk of the Hawkesbury Valley for a
number of months now, and a levy-funded project
has been launched in order to get to the bottom
of it.

B

uffalo grass yellowing has been ringing in the ears of
researchers, such as Associate Professor Andrew Geering and
his team at the University of Queensland, ever since a disease
survey was completed in April 2019.

Associate Professor Geering has a long and storied career in horticulture,
having led plant health projects in the fruit and vegetable industries, as
well a current project on couch smut for the turf industry. As someone
on the frontline of biosecurity, Andrew believes the increased prevalence
of buffalo grass yellows in the Hawkesbury Valley is something that all
growers, not just those in New South Wales, need to be on the lookout for.
“There have been various theories surrounding the yellowing of buffalo
grass but none completely convinced us,” said Associate Professor
Geering (pictured right).

“We took affected rhizomes back to our glasshouse in Brisbane and, lo
and behold, we soon discovered that the yellowed plants were infected
with at least one of two viruses, leading us to deduce that these were a
probable cause of the yellowing being observed on-farm.”

What to watch out for
Associate Professor Geering believes there are at least two viruses
associated with buffalo grass yellowing, the most common being
Johnsongrass mosaic virus (JGMV).
“We’ve known about this virus for quite some time, as it was first
recognised as a disease-causing agent in buffalo grass in the
Hawkesbury Valley back in 1990. The virus seems to have survived
over this time, probably in weedy grasses, and for reasons that are
not clear, proliferated in buffalo grass in recent years,” said Associate
Professor Geering.
The symptoms of JGMV can be severe, whereby the leaves turns
mostly yellow, with only small ‘islands’ of the original green colour
of the leaf remaining visible. Scientists call this effect a mosaic, in
reference to ancient Roman mosaic tilings. While the yellowing is
certainly the most visible symptom, the leaf blades are also narrower
in width and plant growth is stunted.
The other virus identified by Associate Professor Geering and his
team, is Panicum mosaic virus (PMV). PMV is very well-known in
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south-eastern USA as a cause of a
disease called St Augustine Decline
(SAD). SAD causes general yellowing
and can be confused for iron or other
nutrient deficiencies. Affected plants
lose vigour and may eventually die.

Stopping the spread of
disease
The two viruses spread in different
ways. JGMV is typically transmitted
by a broad range of aphid species,
and are able to do so within 10
seconds of feeding. As the aphids require so little time to transmit the
virus, insecticides are not recommended for the control of JGMV. In
fact, it may even be possible that insecticides speed up the spread
of the virus as it results in more frenzied feeding behaviour from the
aphids.
PMV is different. It is not transmitted by insects, rather by mechanical
means, such as on mower blades or gardening tools. It has even been
known to survive in leaf debris. Washing equipment rigorously and
avoiding mowing when wet are the best ways to prevent the spread
of PMV.

Next steps for combatting buffalo yellowing
A new project funded by Hort Innovation using turf industry levies
and funds from the Australian Government will seek to address the
research gaps and provide management options surrounding the
yellow of buffalo grass.
The move marks the first step to recognise the viral diseases as a major
problem in Australia’s turf industry. Set to commence in the next few
months, the project will address knowledge gaps and management
approaches on the yellowing of turf, an experience seen in epidemic
proportions, particularly for growers in the Hawkesbury.
Speaking from the Turf Australia National Conference in May, Associate
Professor Geering had the opportunity to share these initial findings
with the industry. He also provided samples of affected plants, which
were met with intrigue by growers whom were seeing this issue affect
their farm.
There is a copy of Andrew’s
presentation on the Turf Australia
website for growers wanting more
information on this issue.
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DATA GIVES YOU A WHOLE
NEW PERSPECTIVE.

Ag Leader precision farming technology provides the data and insights you need to
get the big picture view of your farming operation. Compatible with all tractor makes
and models, Ag Leader also provides unrivalled local technical service and support.
Ag Leader’s AgFiniti® cloud platform allows you to connect your operation from the
cab to the office and everywhere in between, putting real time and historical data
at your fingertips.
Visit our website to find out how Ag Leader can help improve the sustainability
and profitability of your farming operation and to find your nearest dealer.

www.agleader.com.au Ph: +61 8 8260 9800
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Turf Australia welcomes over 100 turf growers

Dr Mick Battam, soil scientist,
AgEnviro Solutions.

12

Grame Logana, curator,
ANZ Stadium and Bankwest Stadium.

Ross Boyle, chairman,
Turf Australia.
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to its National Conference
More than 100 turf growers met in Sydney at
the end of May to learn about the latest industry
research and innovations at the annual Turf
Australia National Conference. Growers heard
from leading experts across a range of areas, such
as the economic impact analysis of turf, in-depth
demonstrations on spraying, and a behind the
scenes tour of Bankwest Stadium.

G

rowers and staff across Australia’s diverse turf value chain
converged on Sydney’s Pullman Hotel in May, for two days
of learning, sharing and networking.

The theme of this year’s conference was ‘Together, Today
& Tomorrow’ and the group was already living that mantra as they
settled in to kick off proceedings.
Turf Australia Chairman Ross Boyle opened the event with an inspiring
message that was greeted with rapturous applause from attending
growers, suppliers, researchers and scientists.
“It doesn’t matter where you’ve come from, or what you sell. It doesn’t
matter which camp or group you are in. We need to come together as
one industry, to lobby government, to defend our product and to share
the benefits of a clean, green urban environment,” said Mr Boyle.
What followed were two days of robust discussions on the Australian
turf industry, spurred on by thought-provoking speakers and topics.
In particular, transport, safety and production were key areas at the
conference, with the group hearing about all three on day one, before
visiting Grech’s Turf in Windsor on day two to see each area in action.
Prior to Windsor, there was an important stop on the journey, with a
special visit to Australia’s newest major sporting stadium, Bankwest
Stadium.

It doesn’t matter where you’ve come from, or
what you sell. It doesn’t matter which camp or
group you are in. We need to come together
as one industry, to lobby government, to
defend our product and to share the benefit
of a clean, green urban environment.
Curator of both ANZ Stadium and Bankwest Stadium, Graeme Logan,
led the tour of the state-of-the-art venue. A guest speaker at the
previous night’s dinner, Graeme provided an invaluable perspective
of the challenges faced by greenkeepers and curators everywhere, as
well as the need to raise the bar.
The industry engagement continued after a quick trip up Windsor Road
to Grech’s Turf. Again, the areas of transport, safety and production
were at the forefront, with demonstrations on farm safety, responsible
truck loading, spraying and harvesting well received by all attendees.
Guests networked, chatted to exhibitors, and examined the healthy
turf. It was great to see the industry collaborating to swap tips and
tricks, and share knowledge on the latest trends and technology, to
support the operation of safe and efficient turf businesses.
We dive deeper into the individual sessions over the following
pages as we explore how our industry can continue to further the
use of turf together, today and tomorrow.

From top:
Conference dinner with special guest, Graeme Logan.
Delegates enjoy some lighter moments.
Growers, sponsors and speakers enjoyed network opportunities.
Part of the field day machinery demonstrations.

CONFERENCE Highlights included:
• A theoretical and practical look at how to get the best
out of your spray program
• Intense discussions about what local councils are
getting wrong when trying to maximise their turf use
• Walking the turf at both ANZ and Bankwest stadiums
• Raw insights on safety and litigation
• Heavy vehicle loading obligations, from both a
regulatory and a practical perspective
• A series of hands-on turf demonstrations and trials
• Lessons, learnings and of course, many laughs
Continued...
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Keep on truckin’ that turf
– just know your responsibilities
A recent study found that there is a significant
proportion (67%) of Australian turf growers who
manage the delivery of their turf to customers
themselves. But it’s not just growers who need
to be aware of safety management systems and
Chain of Responsibility laws.
Safety – it’s everyone’s responsibility
Whether a farm owner, an employee or a third-party logistics operator
is delivering turf to a consumer, safe transportation is everyone’s
responsibility. That was one of the key messages delivered at the 2019
Turf Australia Conference.
Tim Hansen, stakeholder specialist at the National Heavy Vehicle
Regulator (NHVR), addressed the turf community on day one of the
conference with a simple yet very important message about safety.
“Everything I am going to talk about is underpinned by one core
message: safety,” Mr Hansen said.
“The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator wants the industry to remember
that the reason they are holding sessions like the one at the conference
is not so we can become experts on the law, it’s so we can become
experts on safety.
“It is the ‘primary duty’ of each person within the supply chain to
ensure the safety of transport activities.
“Your responsibility isn’t over once the turf leaves your farm,” he said.
Mr Hansen also stressed the importance of due diligence for
executives. A quick survey of the room by the speaker found that there
were growers of many different sizes in the room, with some multifarm operations and just as many smaller sole-trader businesses.
“The term ‘executive’, does not have to mean someone sitting on a
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board or director of a corporate entity. If you are a sole trader, or on
the management team of a small business, in the eyes of Chain of
Responsibility law, you are an executive,” Mr Hansen said.
Mr Hansen explained some of the added responsibilities of the
executive. Much of this related to the idea that there is no concept of
‘out of sight out of mind’ in Chain of Responsibility legislation. It is the
executive’s responsibility to seek and maintain knowledge about the
safety of the supply chain and ensure there are appropriate processes
in place to eliminate or minimise risks.
Another important responsibility of management is to ensure that
there are resources and processes provided in the workplace and that
they are understood and used by other members of the supply chain.

Most common breaches of Chain of
Responsibility obligations:
✖✖ Applying business practices or demands that cause a
driver to breach fatigue management requirements of
speed limits

✖✖ Failing to weigh, measure or secure loads
✖✖ Setting schedules with unrealistic timeframes
✖✖ Causing unreasonable delays in loading and unloading
✖✖ Packing goods incorrectly
✖✖ Entering terms in contracts and arrangements that
encourage, reward or give incentives to the driver or
other parties in the CoR to breach the law

turfAUSTRALIA INDUSTRY MAGAZINE • WINTER 2019

The steps to take
The first step towards supporting a workplace is through the
implementation of a Safety Management System (SMS).
“A safety management system is a holistic approach to transport
safety, looking at organisational structures, accountabilities, policies
and procedures and how they all integrate throughout a business,”
explained Mr Hansen.

Opposite page: Tim Hansen, stakeholder specialist,
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator, emphasises the
importance of compliance and safety.
Above: Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) Heavy Vehicle
Liaison Offer, Mark Leach, on compliance, chain of
responsibility and how to travel safely when on main roads.

“As well as ensuring that responsibilities are managed, a well
implemented SMS will ultimately reduce costs associated with incidents
and accidents. It will also help your businesses become both an
employer and supplier or choice. Everyone wants to get home safely.”

Your responsibilities under Chain
of Responsibility legislatioN

A practical look

• Eliminate or minimise public risks

Out at the field day, conference goers heard from Roads and Maritime
Services (RMS) Heavy Vehicle Liaison Officer, Mark Leach, who
presented on compliance, chain of responsibility and how to travel
safely when operating machinery on main roads.

• Not cause or encourage a driver of a heavy vehicle
or another person to contravene this law

Stressing the importance of safely managing load restraints and
ensuring roadworthiness, Mr Leach explained how loose loads can
be extremely dangerous to drivers and road users when not properly
restrained. He delivered a practical demonstration to show how to use
ropes to restrain a load of turf.

Each party must, so far as is reasonably practicable:

Additional duty of executive of
legal entity
(Note: executive could mean a director of a corporation, or simply
someone on the management team of a small business)

“To ensure compliance, RMS teams have scales and access to load
calculations that can be done on the side of the road,” Mr Leach said

• Gain and maintain knowledge about safe conduct
of your transport activities

But it’s equally important to stabilise loads as it is to manage the
weight of your load.”

• Understand the hazards and risks associated with
your transport activities

He advised road users to ensure they’re up to date on key compliance
issues and load restraint guidelines.

• Have appropriate resources to implement
processes to eliminate or minimise your hazards
and risks

Where to get more information
Implementing an effective Safety Management System is simple and
the NHVR has developed a series of checklists, guides, templates and
examples to help turf businesses get up to speed on safety.
Visit www.nhvr.gov.au/sms for information and tools or visit
www.nhvr.gov.au/cor for content specifically relating to Chain of
Responsibility.

• Respond to information received about your
hazards and risks in a timely manner
• Verify that your resources and processes are
provided, used and implemented
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Turf is still the solution
for high-traffic sports fields
Dr Mick Battam (above and right) from AgEnviro
Solutions is an accomplished soil scientist.
Throughout his career, he has worked on more
than 1,500 sports fields across Australia, to
improve the management of turfgrass, reinforce
its benefits and provide advice for ongoing
maintenance.

“M

any junior and amateur sports fields around the
country are kicking own goals when it comes to
installing, managing and maintaining their turf,”
explained Dr Mick Battam to a captivated audience
on the first day of the Turf Australia National Conference.
The sports turf industry is dealing with a major problem, which Dr
Battam refers to as the ‘myth of overuse’. While sports fields are
certainly high-traffic areas, the level of use they are actually receiving,
and the ability of turf to withstand this traffic is grossly misunderstood
and miscalculated.
The purpose of his session was to equip growers with the facts behind
the use of turf for high-use amateur sports fields, and to ensure natural
turfgrass remains the product of choice for councils and clubs in
charge of sports fields.
“All we are hearing in the media and through conversations with local
councils is this question of overuse. People are always saying that turf
can only handle 20 hours of use a week, but what if it’s not overuse.
What if it’s something completely different?” Dr Battam said.
According to Dr Battam, the answer lies not in the suitability of turf, but
in the correct use of soils and the careful selection of turf species that
are fit for purpose.
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Oversimplified calculations
One of the major issues that reinforces this myth of overuse is that field
use is calculated in an oversimplified and, at times, misleading way.
Firstly, when measuring the use of fields, Dr Battam has discovered
that local councils typically use the amount of ‘booked hours’ to
measure the use of their fields.

All we are hearing in the media and
through conversations with local councils
is this question of overuse. People are
always saying that turf can only handle 20
hours of use a week, but what if it’s not
overuse. What if it’s something completely
different?
This rudimentary measurement fails to take into account all the
variables that go with the realities of field use. For example, if only
one team is booked to train on a field, it will rarely be using the entirety
of the field and likely at a lower intensity than a game. Similarly, if
a personal training group books a field for mid-week use, this is
typically lumped in with ‘booked hours’, but use of a corner of a field
for a small group without studded shoes will result in a fraction of the
stress on turf, compared to a game of soccer, rugby or Australian
Rules football.
The sum of those simplistic calculations is that councils are overestimating how much their fields are being used. For the purposes
of his analysis, Dr Battam uses the measurement of ‘adult hours of
soccer.’
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The resilience of turf
“Within reason, turf can handle just about anything we throw at it. If we
build the right field and maintain it the right way, it will hold up against
wear and tear in the vast majority of cases,” explained Dr Battam.
Although the ongoing narrative is that there is a clearly defined positive
correlation between high levels of use and the decline in the state of
the field, the conference attendees to Dr Battam’s session on day one
saw enough examples to determine that this was actually not the case.
Without the right education, councils were consistently laying the wrong
types of turf. Kikuyu, for example, can only handle about 20 adult hours
of soccer a week, so it should never be used for high-traffic sports
fields. Dr Battam also spoke about instances where the wrong soil had
been chosen, or where turf had been laid on a bed of soil that is too
sandy, meaning water becomes hydrophobic, making it harder to get
the greatest benefit from scarce water resources.
However, a quick run-through of Dr Battam’s success stories
highlighted a particular field which, despite being a dust-bowl year
after year of heavy use, was miraculously transformed into a resilient
field of natural grass, lasting an entire season of high-volume use.
He believed this type of transformation was often achieved through
a series of simple changes, such as using different soils or a different
cultivar. The result had long-lasting benefits for their communities.
The importance of soil was reinforced at the field day as Dr Battam
walked the group through a simple soil test. The basic test allows
growers to identify and showcase key textural differences between
sandy soil and soil with a lot of clay. One of the key differences,
according to Dr Battam was issues surround water absorbtion.
“Water repellence issues are common with the sandier soils, which is
why setting agents are so important,” Dr Battam said.

Dr Battam also acknowledges that councils are often stretched from
both a human and financial resource perspective and, as a result, are
tempted by quick-fix solutions presented to them by contractors who
don’t have the best interests of the customer or of the turf industry at
heart.

As an industry, we need to be injecting
ourselves into these conversations and
helping to educate our customers on what
is right for their needs, not just what offer
might look the cheapest on face value.
“Ultimately, this only diminishes the reputation of turf. Dusty and sandy
fields in our suburbs only reinforce the myth that turf can’t handle
overuse,” said Dr Battam.
“As an industry, we need to be injecting ourselves into these
conversations and helping to educate our customers on what is right for
their needs, not just what offer might look the cheapest on face value.”
In concluding his address to attendees, Dr Battam put a call out to
the growers in the room to switch the narrative and evangelise the
importance of correct field management and construction
“Turf is the answer, it really is. Without question, sporting fields in
Australia need to be using turf and not fake grass. But it’s on us as an
industry to change the message, get our customers to use the correct
soils and the correct turf cultivars so they can enjoy the unquestionable
benefits of turf for many years to come,” concluded Dr Mick Battam.
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Gavin Rogers
from Turfco.

Keeping your workplace safe
from danger and litigation

Unfortunately, agriculture can be a dangerous
industry. Working outside, with heavy machinery
and chemicals means that workplaces need to be
reviewed constantly to ensure all activities are safe
for all employees and that steps are being taken to
ensure businesses are covered in times of litigation.
While safety certainly permeated through all the
sessions at the Turf Australia National Conference,
attendees heard from a series of speakers to drill
down on what it means to have a safe workplace.

Val Leinasars from
Safe Work NSW.

Gavin is passionate about sharing his learnings, ensuring individuals
are aware of best practice safety, and enforcing the widespread
adoption of safety practices. He also reinforced the importance of
being able to communicate these measures to authorities.
Concluding his presentation, Gavin urged conference delegates to
ensure they are up to speed on all relevant legislation.
“Safe Work legislation is some of the most powerful legislation in the
country. Unfortunately, it is also widely misunderstood,” said Gavin.

key messages FROM TURFCO’S GAVIN
Rogers:

One of the most important sessions over the two days at the conference
was a demonstration by Val Leinasars from Safe Work NSW who spent
time with turf growers to discuss and demonstrate how to remain safe
while working with turf production machinery.

• The safety manual for on-farm equipment is king.
Turf growers are bound to the guidance of the
safety manual, ensuring all staff are familiar with the
guidance of the manual.

Across his long career, Val has seen multiple fatalities that could have
been avoided by complying to safe work practices, and ensuring design
specifications particularly on older machinery models were met.

• Anything being done outside of the guidance of the
manual should be approved by the manufacturer and
communicated to employees.

To demonstrate this, he showed specific dangers on a manual stacked
turf harvester, and design foundations that needed to be installed.
Val explained how hand stacking harvesters need to be fitted with
measures to control the real risk of someone falling off and being hurt.
For example, in New South Wales, all hand stacker harvesters are
required to fit the safety railing system. Growers should check their
relevant local regulations, available on the Turf Australia website.
“Simply by having an emergency switch and handrail on the stacking
platform, for example, you’re already mitigating risk,” said Val.
He also reiterated the important, yet simple, message to slow down
and not operate machinery when distracted.
Keeping a safe work place is one thing, but what happens when the
unthinkable does occur and someone is injured or worse, on-farm?
Owner of Turfco, Gavin Rogers, shared his raw experience of legal
proceedings that took place following a tragic incident on his farm.
‘We might be turf growers, but our number one priority and most
important job, is safety,” said Gavin.
Following the incident, Gavin and his business were subject to intense
scrutiny and litigation over a number of years and this naturally took its
toll on his business and staff.
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• Providing information to staff to read is not good
enough. Growers must also regularly check their
level of understanding, confirming their confidence
in English as well as their reading skills. Refresh the
memory of staff on a regular basis.
• Any modifications to equipment that are inconsistent
with the manual should be made overtly obvious to
anyone using equipment.
• Don’t become complacent with new automatic
machinery.
• Form a safety committee. Safety committees should
have at least three members including an owner/
senior management member and someone who is in
the field on a regular basis.
• Get management liability insurance as an immediate
priority.
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DON’T JUST MANAGE POA,
E L I M I N AT E I T !

For more information about XTRON® 700WG Herbicide,
contact your local Nuturf Territory Manager.
Call 1800 631 008 or visit www.nuturf.com.au
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Special Feature: Turf Australia National Conference

2019 CONFERENCE
30 May - 1 June 2019• SYDNEY• NSW

Field Day at a glance
Always one of the most highly-anticipated
components of the Turf Australia National
Conference, day two saw the cohort of growers
from around the country put some of the
discussions they’d been having into practice at the
field day at Grech’s Turf in Windsor, Sydney

T

ransport, safety and production were again front and centre
for attendees on day two, but before heading out to the farm,
the group commenced the day with a behind the scenes tour
of Bankwest Stadium in Parramatta.

Curator, Graeme Logan, led the tour and after a quick walk through
the inner sanctum and locker rooms, the group got an up-close look at
where the action happens.
Whilst the attendees were already familiar with Graeme from his
address at dinner the previous night, this was a chance to hear in
deeper detail all the work that goes into developing a surface that can
handle top-level professional sports on the highest national stage.
Graeme explained how the use of intensive grow lights simulates
sunlight in shaded areas and in winter and the importance of
germination blankets to help sweat the seed and minimise the need
for irrigation.
Before too long, it was time to head north-west to Grech’s Turf on the
outskirts of Sydney.

Ensuring correctly restrained loads ensures your own safety, other
road users safety, and the safety of everyone along the value chain,”
said Mark.
Mark reminded attendees that the RMS has side-of-the-road access
to scales and load calculations, to ensure compliance with weight
restriction and load restraints.
“Rules and regulations differ from state to state and it is your
responsibility to ensure you are aware of the regulations before you,
your staff or contractors hit the roads.”
Building on the importance of safety, Val Leinasars from Safe Work
NSW, gave an engaging demonstration to attendees on how to better
ensure safety of staff when working with turf production machinery.
Taking a close look at a manual stacked sod harvester, Val shared
stories from across his career, saying many accidents and even
fatalities could have been avoided by being aware of key operational
dangers, and installing a few safe measures on older machinery
models.

Once again, the themes of transport,
safety and production were reinforced to
the group. There were lots of
opportunities to absorb new information
and insights through demonstrations,
presentations and networking.

Once again, the themes of transport, safety and production were
reinforced to the group. There were lots of opportunities to absorb
new information and insights through demonstrations, presentations
and networking.

Not to forget the importance of innovation in production, the agenda
was also packed with content on everything from soil testing, irrigation
technology and best-practice spraying techniques.

The previous day, the group heard from Tim Hansen at the National
Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) and the second day was an
opportunity to combine some of the regulation with practical
demonstrations, particularly when it comes to roadworthiness and load
restraints.

Building on his previous session, surrounding the best use of soils,
Dr Mick Battam, soil scientist at AgEnviro Solutions, performed a
practical demonstration of a simple soil test for the group, identifying
and showcasing key textural differences between sandy soil and soil
with a lot of clay.

Mark Leach, heavy vehicle liaison officer, Roads and Maritime Service
(RMS) echoed comments by Tim Hansen the previous day, reinforcing
compliances role as a conduit to safety.

“Water repellence issues is common with the sandier soils, which is
why setting agents are so important,” Dr Battam said.

“Compliance is important because compliance leads to safety.
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Jonatan Ben-Tal, NSW state manager, Rain Bird Australia walked
the group through demonstration of some of the latest technology in
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irrigation. Rain Bird develops irrigation products and services and he
showed an automatic, controller operated subsurface communication
system, where information was transmitted through the soil.
Outlining the positive agronomic advantages to more modern
integrated irrigation systems, Jonatan also said they remove damage
caused by machinery and equipment going over ground, is far more
wind resistant, and have more even distribution results.
Finally, following on from colleague Paul Jackson’s presentation the day
before, Syngenta’s Michael Bradbury performed a brief demonstration
on spray practices and the latest technology. The most pertinent issues
in spraying according to Michael are accurately managing sprayer
speed, nozzle output, and application rate with spray calibration.
There were additional demonstrations of everything from mowers, to
harvesters and stackers and plenty of opportunity for the group to
fit in some last-minute conversations. While the sessions themselves
were valuable to attendees, it was just as important for delegates to
chat with each other about their own on-farm experiences and share
learnings, insights and opinions about the industry.
Jenny Zadro, market development manager, Turf Australia, said,
“Events such as this, where our industry comes together as one are
incredibly rewarding. The passion, innovation and warmth shown by
all delegates is reminder of the fantastic community we are a part of.
“Thank you to all delegates, exhibitors, presenters and special guests.
We’re looking forward to something even bigger and better in two
years’ time.”

Matt Callander Race Day
There was a healthy turnout from the turf grower community at the Matt Callander Race Day, held at
Rosehill Racecourse on the day after the official conclusion of the Turf Australia National Conference. It
was an fantastic day and the turf industry was incredibly proud to support the Mark Hughes Foundation.
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Future looks green for our growing leaders
The Green Industry Growing Leaders program
(MT16002) is a levy-funded project designed to
provide current and aspiring business leaders with
the skills and expertise to drive their businesses
forward.

T

he 2019 Green Industry Growing Leaders program (MT16002)
is underway, having commenced in May, with a two-day
introductory Leadership Forum in Sydney.

The program is a four-month professional development course,
designed to help participants take the next step in their career through
development of leadership and people management skills.
This year, five scholarships were awarded to the turf industry
participants, who are turf levy payers or employees of those
businesses. This year’s representatives are:
• Greg Pelka, Farmer at Rosemount Turf
• Sarah Measley, Owner and Manager at Top End Turf
• Danny Hack, Turf Farm Manager at Lilydale Instant Lawn
• Craig Banbury, Farm Manager at Glenview Turf
• Shane Bridges, Marketing Manager at Jimboomba Turf Group
It was an action-packed two days in Sydney as our future leaders heard
from experts on how to get the most out of their staff, how to lead
change and how to self-reflect and critique themselves as managers.
It wasn’t all lessons and theory though with more than one session
encouraging sharp minds with practical problem-solving tasks.
Participants were also given the opportunity to network and hear from
esteemed industry professionals – Ken Bevan from Alpine Nurseries,
and Rob Niccol from Australian Native Landscapes. And while Ken
and Rob come from a nursery background, the insights and learnings
they shared were invaluable for the turf community as well.

This program led to a lot of self-reflection
for me, which has been extremely
rewarding; providing me with the tools to
better communicate my messages within
the business, and deal with more
challenging situations in the workplace.
They gave real world examples on good management techniques, how
to empower a workforce, and the importance of continued professional
development to stay at the forefront of growth.
But the session in Sydney was only the beginning for a long journey
for our five industry leaders. Since the induction, each has chosen a
workplace project, where they will be able to apply the tools and skills
they learnt in a real-world situation.
Director and program lead of The Right Mind, David Hanlon said he’s
incredibly impressed with this year’s Green Leaders.
“They’re a highly dynamic and engaged group, continually striving for
further growth and development,” he said.
“Participants are at varying stages with their Workplace Projects.
Some are at the feedback stage, completing coaching calls and making
revisions, while others have activated theirs within the workplace.
“I’m really looking forward to our final face-to-face in August where
they’ll present their projects to the group,” David said.
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For one grower and up-and-coming industry leader, Danny Hack, the
session in Sydney presented new perspectives and opportunities
around staff engagement and training and development. Danny is a
turf farm manager from Lilydale Instant Lawn in Victoria has decided
to focus his project on culture and communication, in order to bring
those perspectives back to the farm.
“This program led to a lot of self-reflection for me, which has
been extremely rewarding; providing me with the tools to better
communicate my messages within the business, and deal with more
challenging situations in the workplace,” said Danny.
The Green Leaders program will conclude with a final two-day
Leadership Forum in Brisbane on 1-2 August, where participants will
be able to present their projects and share their development and
insights with fellow Green Leaders.

Left to right: Shane Bridge, Jimboomba Turf Group, Greg Pelka,
Rosemount Turf, Danny Hack, Lilydale Instant Lawn, Craig Banbury,
Glenview Turf, Sarah Measley, Top End Turf.

Jenny Zadro, Market Development Manager, and Green Industry
Growing Leaders program alumni says it is the people of the turf
industry which makes it such a rewarding industry to work in.
“People are at the core of everything we do. It’s incredibly pleasing
to see the future of our industry so focused and engaged in their own
development and I look forward to tracking their progress,” she said.
The Green Leaders Program is run by management consultancy
firm, The Right Mind, and funded by Hort Innovation using turf and
nursery levies, and funds from the Australian Government.
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Bigger, Bolder and Better –
TurfBreed holds its annual conference
TurfBreed held its national conference in May, with
an action-packed few days in NSW’s Hunter Valley.
Under the theme of ‘Bigger, Bolder, Better’, the
TurfBreed family came together to talk all things turf,
and to unite for a member in need. Katie Fisher,
Communications Manager, TurfBreed, reports.

Rallying behind Gavin
The TurfBreed grower family well and truly banded together at this
year’s conference, with the Charity Auction Dinner raising a mammoth
$35,000 to support the recovery of Northern Territory grower, Gavin
Howie, who tragically lost both legs in a turf accident earlier this year.
A trip for two to the Turf Producers International Conference in Florida,
fertiliser, netting, lawn mowers and even John Deere toys were just
some of the most popular items among the passionate bidders. Turf
Australia chairman, Ross Boyle, was the auctioneer on the day, doing
a tremendous job in driving the bids upwards, resulting in the large
sum of money that was able to be donated to Gavin and his family.

The money raised will go towards Gavin’s
ongoing medical rehabilitation and
occupational health expenses.
Steve Burt, Managing Director, TurfBreed has been in touch with Gavin
following the event.
“To say Gavin is humbled and gob-smacked by the charity our TurfBreed
growers have offered is an understatement.

TurfBreed 2019 Conference
Charity Auction

“The money raised will go towards Gavin’s ongoing medical rehabilitation
and occupational health expenses.”
Gavin’s accident, and the outpouring of support in the toughest of times
has well and truly touched the entire turf industry.
“This tragic event has made us all realise that it only takes a moment
of lost attention for someone to lose their limbs. Gavin is making a
good recovery and is positive about moving forward and spreading the
message about on-farm safety,” said Steve.
A video of Gavin thanking the TurfBreed growers for their ongoing support
and commitment in helping his recovery was played at the conference.

Top: Turf Australia chairman and TurfBreed grower, Ross Boyle (left),
leads the charity auction, assisted by Anthony Hellig, owner, Go Turf.
Above: Grower Gavin Howie.

26

In the video, Gavin said, “Everyone thinks such an accident won’t
happen to them, but it can – I am now working hard with our team
on the farm here to shore up our safety. It really is the most important
element of our jobs.
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“I realise how lucky I am to be here today and that I can still grow
up with my kids and family. While I am required to have some more
operations, I hope to be up and walking with two new legs in a few
months.”
Gavin is going to take an active role in promoting farm safety and he
encouraged all growers in attendance to make sure they have all the
right farm safety and insurance measures in place.
“Thanks to TurfBreed for all the support you have given me, and to
all in the turf industry. Your love and support has made it a whole lot
easier. I hope to catch up with you all in 2020 at the next TurfBreed
conference and you will see me on two new legs, maybe just a little
shorter,” Gavin concluded.

Working together in 2019 and beyond
Around 110 growers arrived in NSW’s Hunter Valley for TurfBreed’s
2019 Annual Conference in May for a series of sessions and
discussions. We tackled some of the biggest issues in the industry
including the ramifications of price discounting, the wide impact of
all farm accidents, as well as the TurfBreed strategy and priorities for
2019 and beyond.
In his opening address, Steve Burt restated the company’s vision
to collaborate with growers and work closely with them to create
increased value.
“TurfBreed is striving to achieve an elite standard of genetic
management with new varieties being added to the repertoire for
growers, consumers, and major specifiers,” said Steve
In reviewing the past year, Steve reinforced that a successful turf
industry would be borne from developing markets and not just through
increasing volume.
“We have completed significant market research through Nielsen
Research, which has given us a comprehensive insight into the
customer’s turf-buying journey.
“We have identified the advertising areas that our customers will most
likely see when we promote any marketing assets and, consequently,
will target these areas to achieve better results,” concluded Steve.
The conference ended on a high, with a field day held at ABC Turf
Supplies’ new turf farm in Singleton. One of the biggest highlights was
a session with esteemed US turfgrass researcher, Professor Dave
Kopec who dug deep into the importance of soil profiles, keeping the
growers informed and entertained in the process.

Above: US turfgrass researcher, Professor Dave Kopec
impressing upon growers the importance of soil profiles.
Below: The TurfBreed conference featured a number of
notable and informative speakers.
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LSA growers head to Thailand and
Vietnam for unique study opportunity.
A group of lucky Lawn Solutions Australia (LSA)
growers have recently returned from a study
tour of Southeast Asia, bringing back a wealth
of knowledge on how emerging zoysia varieties
like Sir Grange (Zeon) and Trinity (L1F) are grown,
harvested, installed and maintained in the region.

T

he group visited turf nurseries and picturesque golf courses all
the while building their expertise to ensure best practices are
brought home, not only to the production side of the business
at their own farms but to end users as well.

Tracey Daniels, owner of The Turf Farm said it was a life-changing
experience.
“Seeing how the grass varieties are grown and managed have provided
me with the confidence and expertise to keep innovating in my business
and empowering my customers to innovate as well,” said Tracey

Touring Thailand’s turf

Above: Brad Burgess, CEO of Sports Turf Solutions, addresses the group.
Below: Rob Weiks, superintendent, Hoiana Shores Golf Club talks to the
delegates.
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South East Asia is an incredibly important trading partner for many
Australian industries and businesses and the turf industry is no
different. Brad Burgess, CEO of Sports Turf Solutions (STS) joined the
tour to provide some unique insights into the Southeast Asian market
and his operations in the region. The group heard about how STS has
achieved successful penetration of the Thai market through product
differentiation.
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Still in Thailand, the group headed to Laem Chabang Golf Course, one
of the most revered golf courses in the entire region which was designed
by none other than Jack Nicklaus himself. LSA’s guests were able to
walk the course and see first-hand how the Sir Grange (Zeon) Zoysia
contributes to the overall aesthetic of the course and its surrounds.
The final major stop on the Thailand leg of the tour was an inspection
of the STS turf farm. The party witnessed workers harvest and wash
sprigs of zoysia and then box them for installation – all by hand.

Good morning Vietnam
A short hop across to Vietnam and the team was visiting West Lakes
Golf Course (WLGC), about 45km north of Ho Chi Minh City. WLGC
Superintendent Andrew Baker gave a tour of the sprawling course,
which features 38 hectares of Sir Grange (Zeon) Zoysia and 1.5 hectares
of Tifeagle. As the course was built, five tonnes of Sir Grange (Zeon) was
imported from Thailand to build a nursery in the driving range area and
five tonnes of sprigs were put into another three hectare nursery.

The insights the group received from
each of the course superintendents will
provide invaluable experience as we
head back to Australia.
Attendees also visited the Hoiana Shores STS Turf Nursery and the
first turf college in Asia, founded with the help of Mr Weiks and STS.
Joe Rogers, technical manager, Lawn Solutions Australia said, “It was
a fantastic experience for all of us. The insights the group received from
each of the course superintendents will provide invaluable experience
as we head back to Australia. Thanks to everyone who made the trip
to Southeast Asia.”

Hoiana Shores Golf Club was the next stop on the tour. This multiphase
development is set to include a casino and top-class accommodation.
With a golf course construction budget of US$13m, the developers
aspire to have the course and facilities rated in the top 100 in the world.
Superintendent Rob Weiks and turf farm/project manager John Gibb
chaperoned the group on a walking tour of the former fish and cashew
tree farm.
Although still under construction, the site’s impeccable fairways and
lush roughs looked stunning side by side, against the backdrop of
sand and ocean. The party was also shown soil samples and were
provided with detailed information on the construction, installation
and management of the course.
The joint venture between Vina Capital, VMS Investment Group and
Macau’s Suncity Group is expected to have a soft opening in early
September.

Top: LSA Asia Study Tour group at Westlakes Golf Club Course, Vietnam.
Above: Nursery workers at Sports Turf Solutions.
Below: Hoiana Shores Golf Club, Vietnam.
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Information from your State Turf Industry Associations

western australia
It has been a busy quarter for the turf industry in Western Australia with
several industry events taking place across the state. These events are
a great platform for us to promote the far-reaching benefits of turf and
to address ongoing concerns, such as the increased use of synthetic
turf and decreased greenspace from larger houses on small blocks.

WA Turf Seminar and Trade Expo
Over 220 delegates descended on Port Kennedy for the WA Turf
Seminar at the beginning of May. It was a great opportunity for
sponsors, apprentices, business owners and agronomists to come
together, network and share ideas.
It was an action-packed day with a great line up of speakers. Some of
the highlights included:
• An overview of research into Sting Nematode management
• A visit from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulations
on best practice for water use efficiency
• A look at different turf varieties, courtesy of Turf Plus
• An incredibly important discussion on mental health and the
management support from the team at Oars Across The Waters
• An engaging trade expo where delegates rotated across a number
of different exhibitions to ensure all attendees could experience
first-hand the latest innovations for turf equipment, irrigation and
products.

Perth Garden Festival
In mid-April, our Turf WA team also went along to the Perth Garden
Festival, which was a four-day extravaganza of all things green or
growing. We exhibited a range of turf varieties, and were given the
opportunity to present on the main stage about varieties best suited to
the WA climate and conditions. We also demonstrated best practice for
installing and maintaining lawns. There was a high level of engagement
and attendance throughout the day, which even led to sales for some
growers.
There were over 36,000 attendees at the festival, so it was a great
platform for us to showcase some of our turf and the aesthetic, tactile
and environmental benefits it can bring to any garden. We couldn’t
have done it without the turf donations and volunteers from WA
businesses – so thanks to everyone who helped to make it a great
success.

Looking ahead
Over the next few months, we are planning a series of farm tours for
landscapers, councils, and architects, set to rollout in early Spring.
The WA Lawn Expo is also on the horizon for September, so keep an
eye out for more details.
For more information contact Eva Ricci
M: 0422 120 990, T: (08) 9437 2180 or E: eva.ricci@turfwa.com.au
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Top: A full house for the WA Turf Seminar and Trade Expo.
Middle: Delegates getting a hands on demonstration of the latest turf
growing technology.
Above: The Turf Growers Association display at the Turf Garden festival.

victoria
Melba College wins schools grant
This year the Victorian Schools Garden Program (VSGP), Turf
Victoria - Turf Establishment Grant has been won by Melba College
in Croydon. Valued at $4,500, the grant is sponsored by Advance Turf
and will be used to establish a student designed presentation and
landscaped lawn area for use of the college and local community.
It will be built by Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning students
at the college, and provide seating for school presentations and
ceremonies as well as a space for students to relax during breaks.
There was an increase in entries for grants this year which we believe
is a direct result of the outcomes of past turf grant projects and the
benefits that the winning entries have seen.
For more information contact David Reid T: (03) 9576 0599 or
E: david@ngiv.com.au
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Information from your State Turf Industry Associations

new south wales
It has been a busy period for the Turf NSW Committee over the past two
months, with pending water issues and the drought of major concern
for our members. Over 99% of the state is still in drought, with several
regions either experiencing or facing pending water restrictions.
The outlook for neutral to moderate El Nino conditions is forecast
over the coming months. This means potentially warmer and drier
conditions across much of NSW. Dam storage levels in the Greater
Sydney Metropolitan area are already dropping at 0.5% a week, and
inflows into Warragamba Dam, Sydney’s main water supply is at
historic lows.

All about water
In the Greater Sydney region, Turf NSW met with Sydney Water to
negotiate an exemptions process for water restrictions, particularly for
laying newly established lawns.
Level 1 water restrictions will be introduced when combined dam
storage levels reach 50%. Members have received information
regarding pending water restrictions, with further advice pending a
decision from Sydney Water and the NSW Government in the coming
months.
The NSW Government has announced a new five-year water metering
policy which commenced in December 2018. All members are asked
to become familiar with this policy, as it is a staged rollout depending
on the size of your pump and the geographical location of properties
within NSW.

queensland
Erratic weather hits the state
The weather in Queensland has been erratic, with both cyclones and
droughts affecting operations. Central Queensland continues to face
prolonged dry conditions, yet we have only seen a slightly negative
impact on sales. Autumn and winter will provide a good opportunity to
slow down and regenerate paddocks.

Health and safety at the fore
Turf Queensland held a highly successful Cross Turf Industry
Workplace Health and Safety Workshop on the 14th of May, with 52
participants from the Queensland turf production, sports turf and
golf course industries converging on Brisbane to discuss the most
important element of our work – coming home safely.

We’re an outdoor industry that operates
various machinery using a diverse range of
chemicals. The right management and
controls are critical but it is ultimately our
individual responsibility to ensure all our
employees return home safely to their
families every day.

Further information can be found at: https://www.industry.nsw.gov.
au/water-reform/metering-framework

Weeds and disease
Hawkesbury River County Council (HRCC) and Turf NSW have recently
completed several ‘on farm’ surveys around how growers identify and
manage weeds.
For growers in the north west of Sydney, advice is available on
controlling environmental weeds such as Alligator Weed, Ludwigia
and Fireweed. Further information is available by contacting Michelle
Playford on 0408 203 067 or mplayford@hrcc.nsw.gov.au.
Free weed management plans are available and a useful free app
called NSW WeedWise is available for download on the App Store for
iOS devices. This app is suitable for all growers across the state with
access to information on over 300 weeds.
Turf Australia, in partnership with Turf NSW, has developed a concept
proposal for a research and development project into Buffalo Yellows
& St Augustine Decline to be funded by Hort Innovation. The finer
details of the scope of the work are being negotiated. Growers are
urged to contact their local state association if they are experiencing
problems with these diseases.

Market development
Turf NSW has engaged with several new groups and specifiers
including the Local Government Landscape Design forum and LNA
Master Landscapers NSW. This engagement is part of the market
development project designed to grow the industry, and ensures
natural turf is specified correctly in residential and commercial
applications.

Member matters
We are currently working on the quarterly Turf NSW eNewsletter.
The purpose of the newsletter is to inform our members on the latest
industry news, market development updates and news on research
and development in our industry. If you have any news, updates, or
photos you want to share for inclusion, please get in touch. Watch out
for the newsletter hitting inboxes from July.
If you are currently not a member, or have not received an invoice for
membership, please contact Matthew Plunkett for further details.
Alternatively, contact Nadene at the Turf Australia office on 0420 300 056.
For more information, please contact Matt Plunkett M: 0434 147 988
or E: info@turfnsw.com.au
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Attendees at Turf Queensland’s highly successful Cross Turf
Industry Workplace Health and Safety Workshop.

We’re an outdoor industry that operates various machinery using a diverse
range of chemicals. The right management and controls are critical but
it is ultimately our individual responsibility to ensure all our employees
return home safely to their families every day.
It was an action-packed event, some of the highlights included:
• We were fortunate to be supported by the Queensland Government’s
Workplace Health and Safety Agriculture Unit which shared insights
on machinery and chemicals.
• WorkCover Australia joined us to address the return to work issues
and the impact on people and premiums. WorkCover also had a film
crew on-site to ensure those who couldn’t make the event could
catch their presentations online.
• Turf Queensland delivered an update on the Natural Turf Cooling
the Urban Heat Island project on behalf of Turf Australia and Hort
Innovation.
• Lifeline and Uniting Care discussed the importance of mental health.
Specifically, we talked about anxiety, depression and suicide.
• The Occupational Health and Hygiene Unit spoke on managing heat
in the workplace, a topic that is consistently on our minds here in
sunny and tropical Queensland.
• The workshop concluded with a presentation from the Queensland
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries on the Red Imported Fire Ant
issues surrounding turf production, sports fields and golf courses.
For further information on the above projects visit www.qtpa.com.au
or contact Jim Vaughan M: 0407 131 025 or E: jim@qtpa.com.au

AusGAP. Securing trust in turf.
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Breeding and Research
Modern turfgrass research and development has greatly improved the
standard of turf available on the market, and in turn, improved natural turf
surfaces in an array of settings. However, the process of breeding and selection
is long and costly. It lends to the need for a certain amount of protection to be
placed on the genetics of new and improved strains of turf grass.

Varietal Expansion
At the end of a breeding and selection program which can take from 5 to 25
years, a single plant is propagated to begin the process of expansion of that
particular variety. A certified propagation process is essential to ensure the
traits that resulted in the selection of this particular strain are maintained
through to the eventual point of sale. This is where AusGAP turf certification
comes in.

Expansion Protocols
Each field planted with the new certified turfgrass is classified under the
AusGAP certification program. There are restrictions on what can be done
with crops within each classification (in capitals below).
Original stock - BREEDERS MATERIAL – A small amount of grass is kept
as a genetic resource in a designated location to ensure a pure strain of
the variety is always available if there is ever a need to re-establish the
variety due to contamination, cross-pollination or mutation.
First generation - FOUNDATION FIELDS – The first expansion of the new
grass into a commercial quantity. The foundation farm is where all planting
stock is sourced for expansion onto other farms.
Second generation - REGISTERED FIELDS – An expansion of the grass
from the foundation fields (foundation farm) is classified as a registered
crop. Registered material can be used for commercial sale, or as
expansion material on that particular farm.
Third generation - CERTIFIED FIELDS – This is stock that is only to be
sold commercially and cannot be used for expansion.
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Inspection Requirements
Every classified field requires annual inspection by an AusGAP inspector and
regular inspections by the certified producer. The inspections and subsequent
reports ensure any abnormalities in turf grass appearance or performance
are highlighted and dealt with in a timely manner. All expansions, inspections,
treatments and reports are recorded and filed, offering the end user absolute
assurance every step has been taken to retain genetic purity of the turf type.

Certification Guarantee

An agronomic approach
to turfgrass production

Contact your GTS field agent to
arrange an onsite consultation
Contacts
QLD

Through this process of inspections and strict growing protocols, each square
Chris Chapman
0488 006 570
chris@greenwayturfsolutions.com
metre of turf sold under the AusGAP certification program is guaranteed toMichael McMahon 0419 768 161 michaelm@greenwayturfsolutions.com
look, feel and perform just like the originally selected strand of grass that was
NSW/ACT
planted by the breeder at the beginning of the process.
I welcome any turf producer to contact
Falappi issues 0466
288 919by phoning
leef@greenwayturfsolutions.com
me toLee
discuss
or ideas
the Turf Australia office on (02) 4588 5735
SA
on mobile 0408 441 119 or by emailing
me,
jenny.zadro@turfaustralia.com.au
Andrew Manthorpe 0448 299 118
andrewm@greenwayturfsolutions.com

1300 287 599 | www.ausgap.com.au

greenwayturfsolutions.com
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Collaboration on the rise in the turf industry
We are halfway through the year and as we head
into the winter months, Turf Australia’s Market
Development Manager, Jenny Zadro, looks back
on the year so far and explores what’s yet to come.
As the Market Development Project is well into its second year, there
is still one word that continues to describe a key focus of the project,
collaboration. We can achieve so much more as a united voice than we
can as individuals. We see examples of this in our industry every day
and this project enables it to continue and develop further to promote
turf as a vital part of our community’s health, wellness and environment.
While we are now into the cooler months of the year and the growing
season has slowed down, in several states there is a lot of focus on water
conservation and restrictions. Our industry and the entire greenspace
industry come under significant scrutiny during water restrictions as
our public visibility increases. Collaboration and good communication
are the key to developing plans of action and resources to support the
value of our industry. Recently a joint statement was developed from
Turf Australia, Nursery and Garden Industry and Irrigation Australia to
advocate for the importance of living landscapes in our homes and
community spaces.
The coming together of our turf industry was no more apparent than at
the Turf Australia Conference. Together, Today and Tomorrow was the
theme of the event to highlight the importance of coming together as one
team to celebrate our industry. Thank you to all the growers who attended
the event and made it such an enjoyable and positive experience. Many
thanks to Neale Tweedie and the staff at Grech’s Turf for providing a
great facility for the day. Gratitude also to the many companies who
supported the event with trade stands and demonstrations.

Above: Mark Siebentritt from SEED Consulting
presenting on the turf project TU18000.

I welcome any turf producer to contact me to
discuss issues or ideas by phoning the Turf
Australia office on (02) 4588 5735 on mobile
0408 441 119 or by emailing me
jenny.zadro@turfaustralia.com.au

Events and activities have been a big focus in recent months. It was
great to catch up with growers at the TurfBreed conference and we
also look forward to the coming Lawn Solutions Conference.
Recently Turf Australia was invited to be a partner for the new Landscape
Irrigation Conference on the Gold Coast. This event was developed for
landscapers, sports turf managers and council workers. Through our
partnership we arranged Mark Siebentritt of SEED Consulting to present
on the finding of the Conveying the benefits of living turf – mitigation of
the urban heat island effect (TU18000) project. Mark’s presentation was
very informative and provided some great information supporting why
turf is so important for our communities to reduce the heat island effect.
He had strong evidence on the issues of synthetic grass.
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The end of July will see the gathering of our NxGen group for the annual
conference and we are looking forward to exploring Adelaide. The
venue for the event is amazing, set in the Adelaide Hills close to the
fertile farmland of many famous vineyards and food brands. We look
forward to welcoming our younger growers to a great event of team
building, workshopping and learning from each other.
The Market Development project allows the state associations some
support to conduct events to promote the turf industry and the benefits
of turf. There have been some great examples of this across the
country throughout the program. A North Queensland Turf event is due
to be held in August to give end users of turf an opportunity to come
together, learn and network. Working with other organisations such as
Landscape QLD, STA QLD, TAFE QLD, Irrigation Australia and others,
should provide a great event.
On closing I would like to remind everyone of the importance of farm
safety. Yes, it is not a new subject and we all have heard and read a lot
about it, but the Turf industry has had significant injuries this year including
one recent one in NSW. Use the winter months to review your workplace
and staff training. Take that extra minute to think about safety, that extra
moment to teach staff to think about whether this is a safe action or just a
‘it won’t happen to me’ moment. It could end up be a life changing one.
Stay safe and enjoy the winter months.
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Contact your GTS field agent to
arrange an onsite consultation
Contacts
QLD
Chris Chapman
Michael McMahon

0488 006 570
0419 768 161

chris@greenwayturfsolutions.com
michaelm@greenwayturfsolutions.com

NSW/ACT
Lee Falappi

0466 288 919

leef@greenwayturfsolutions.com
SA

Andrew Manthorpe

0448 299 118

andrewm@greenwayturfsolutions.com

greenwayturfsolutions.com
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ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME
INCOME prOduCINg
rETIrEMENT OppOrTuNITY
ON ThE BELLINgEr rIvEr, NSW.
ThE OppOrTuNITY:
The only dA approved turf farm
in the district and a 35 Mg water
licence. Allows for active hands-on
retirement or for those looking for a
slower pace lease out the operations
for an income stream. Second house
suitable for a turf manager or to
rent out (currently $360/wk).

LIFESTYLE pLuS:
Main residence is large and elevated
with magnificent views over the
Bellinger river. Three bedrooms,
two bathrooms, home office and
studio/fourth bedroom with double
garage.

KEY FEATurES INCLudE:
AC, outdoor entertaining area,
indoor plunge pool, plus plenty of
indoor and outdoor living space.
Only minutes from Bellingen with
its cafes and galleries, 15 minutes
from the beach and 25 minutes
from the major regional centre of
Coffs harbour.
Would suit the keen fisherman –
leave your boat tied up at your
onsite licensed pontoon and fish the
Bellinger and Kalang rivers.

www.reod.com.au

Peter Stone
Mobile: 0413 111 621 • peter@reod.com.au
Michael Ball
Mobile: 0437 414 022 • michael@reod.com.au

Sunday 28 July – Tuesday 30 July, Mt Lofty House, Adelaide SA
PRESENTATION HIGHLIGHTS* INCLUDE:
How to manage the
Technology and Turf
generational gaps within your workplace
The South
Expectations and communication
On the job solutions
Australian Turf Industry
Experiences of the next generation
workshop
of wine growing
Team building activity:
Mega Adventure Centre
SOCIAL/NETWORKING:
Adelaide Hills Vineyard tour
Hahndorf visit
Field Visit:
Hosted by The Turf Farm, turf site inspection and visit
to The Landscape Shop – including operations,
business diversification, potential and opportunities,
industry partnerships, planning & delivering lawns
within urban densification

“Meeting such a amazing group,
the energy was fantastic. Excellent
initiative Turf Australia - opening up
communication pathways within the
industry that will benefit all in the years
to come. I thoroughly enjoyed the team
building and forum dinner – it was a great
opportunity to get to know everyone....”

*Program may be subject to change.

BOOK NOW!
For registration and cost information go to: www.turfaustralia.com.au

THANKING OUR EVENT SPONSORS:
PLATINUM:

GOLD:

SILVER:
GREENWAY
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EVENT PARTNER:
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Contact your GTS field agent to
arrange an onsite consultation

