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Update on Buffalo yellows project
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Hort Innovation Relationship Manager, Brad Mills, has been touring the
Hawkesbury region in New South Wales to investigate the buffalo yellow issues
impacting the turf industry.
This tour has resulted in the re-scoping of a new turf-levy funded project, which
will be announced shortly. In consultation with affected growers and wider
industry, the scope of the project will be broadened to look at agronomic
practices, on-farm operations and other variables to truly understand why the
incidences of the disease varies from property to property.
Read More...
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Water restrictions update
Water restrictions are tightening around the country. The severity of the
restrictions varies greatly, but rest assured Turf Australia, state associations and
individual growers are all working hard to come up with solutions that will ensure
these restrictions are managed in a way that has the least possible detriment to
the industry and the wider community.
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Read More...

AusGAP - Platinum Sponsor
AusGAP Audits Continue to Raise the Bar
The AusGAP program continues to be the national leader in turf certification
and accreditation.
AusGAP recently had two of the world’s leading turfgrass certification
inspectors from the International Turfgrass Genetic Assurance Program
(ITGAP) independently audit its program. Mr Billy Skaggs and Mr Bill Carraway
inspected many Australian turf farms that are AusGAP members.
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Read More...

Story of the month: Artificial grass row as conservationists say trend
for plastic lawns in gardens is harming wildlife
As water restrictions continue to plague the country, there is no doubt that
customers will be exploring options that they perceive to place less pressure on
water resources.
But there is a steady stream of articles and opinions from experts all over the
world that warn of the dangers of carpeting lawns with artificial grass.
One of the latest experts to weigh in is Guy Barter, chief horticulturalist, at the
UK’s Royal Horticultural Society.
In these difficult times it’s important for customers to understand the bigger
picture, and the long-lasting detrimental impacts when natural grass is replaced
with artificial surfaces.
Check out the full article here: Artificial grass row as conservationists say trend
for plastic lawns in gardens is harming wildlife
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Reviewing the environmental performance of turf
In the spring edition of the Turf Australia quarterly magazine we showcased a
Hort Innovation turf levy-funded project – ‘An Environmental Assessment of the
Australian Turf Industry and a Lifecycle Assessment of Turf’ (TU16000).
The project saw Infotech Research visit over 30 turf growing sites across the
country to identify best environmental practices and quantify the environmental
impact of turf across its lifecycle.
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One of the most important outcomes of the project were some easy to implement
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tips for improving on-farm environmental outcomes without sacrificing profit.
Read More...
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LSA - Platinum Sponsor
Lawn Solutions Australia – Turf Australia
Lawn Solutions Australia’s Turfgrass Research and Development program
continues to improve its range of new varieties that it has under development.
LSA has recently imported a range of new zoysia grasses, suited to both the
residential and commercial and sports turf markets.
Read More...
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Bureau of Meteorology launches climate guides
The Bureau of Meteorology has launched region-specific ‘Climate Guides’, which
provide information about the likelihood of major weather variables including
rainfall, temperature and frosts.
The guides have been developed in collaboration with representatives from each
NRM region to ensure the information is tailored to the needs of local farmers
and agribusinesses. Not all regions have climate guides, but more regions will be
added as they become available.
Click here to see if your region is covered.

FROM THE OFFICE: Single Touch Payroll
Agricultural employers have been granted new options by the Australian Taxation
Office (ATO) to move toward a single touch payroll system.
Although the 30 September deadline for small employers (19 or fewer employees)
to move to single touch payroll (STP) has passed, the ATO wants to remind
farmers that they have options.
To support their transition to STP, the ATO has released concessions for
employers in the agriculture, fishing and forestry industries.
More info can be found in this information sheet (via GrainCentral)

TurfPlus - Gold Sponsor
TurfCert Auditor Training takes place
Global Mark Auditors look over a soon-to-be TurfCert certified crop of a
newly released turf variety, on a chilly day in Pitt Town Bottoms NSW, late
last month.
Read More...
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Update on Buffalo yellows project
Hort Innovation Relationship Manager, Brad Mills, has been touring the Hawkesbury region in New
South Wales to investigate the buffalo yellow issues impacting the turf industry.
This tour has resulted in the re-scoping of a new turf-levy funded project, which will be announced
shortly. In consultation with affected growers and wider industry, the scope of the project will be
broadened to look at agronomic practices, on-farm operations and other variables to truly understand
why the incidences of the disease varies from property to property.
Turf Australia supports this approach as we believe it is crucial that this project is delivering the
practical results and resources that growers can use to address the issue.
Both Hort Innovation and Turf Australia remain committed to getting this priority project underway as
soon as possible and we will update growers with more information once it is underway.
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Water restrictions update
Water restrictions are tightening around the country. The severity of the restrictions varies greatly, but
rest assured Turf Australia, state associations and individual growers are all working hard to come up
with solutions that will ensure these restrictions are managed in a way that has the least possible
detriment to the industry and the wider community.
One grower who is particularly focused on ensuring that we are being proactive to prevent the loss of
livelihood is Alex White from Dubbo Turf Supplies.
Alex and other green space related businesses in Dubbo have formed the Dubbo Green Space
Alliance, a group which aims to bring positive, proactive ideas to the water restrictions discussions and
advocate for bigger picture thinking.
Dubbo Chamber of Commerce President, Matt Wright, has applauded the "green space" industry's
proactive and positive approach, and promised support.
Water restrictions in Dubbo will reach level four in November.
Dubbo’s The Daily Liberal recently covered the work undertaken by Alex White and the Dubbo Green
Space Alliance. Check out the article here.
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AusGAP Audits Continue to Raise the Bar
The AusGAP program continues to be the national leader in turf
certification and accreditation.
AusGAP recently had two of the world’s leading turfgrass certification
inspectors from the International Turfgrass Genetic Assurance Program
(ITGAP) independently audit its program. Mr Billy Skaggs and Mr Bill
Carraway inspected many Australian turf farms that are AusGAP members.
Nick Dorney of AusGAP was proud of the fact that although new turf
certification and accreditation programs in Australia had also applied to join
the University of Georgia’s world-leading ITGAP, AusGAP remains the only
third-party partner endorsed by ITGAP outside of the US.
Additionally,

AusGAP

will

undergo

stringent

independent

ITGAP

certification audits, as will a large group of growers, in early 2020, when a
team of turfgrass certification auditors arrive from the US.
Further to AusGAP’s commitment to maintain the highest of standards, it
also engaged the service of Matt Roach from Australian Sports Turf
Consultants to audit a number of AusGAP growers during late 2018.
Early next year AusGAP will also roll out a new inspectors program. Each
member farm will provide an in-house inspector/representative who will
attend courses run by both ItGAP and AusGAP. This will maintain a 365day, always-on approach to all components of each member’s business. It
will ensure the highest attendance to both AusGAP and ITGAP compliance
and certification requirements.
Mr Dorney said AusGAP looked forward to raising the bar on Australian turf
certification and accreditation programs again by leading by example for
the remainder of 2019 and into 2020.
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Reviewing the environmental performance of turf
In the spring edition of the Turf Australia quarterly magazine, we showcased a Hort Innovation turf levyfunded project – ‘An Environmental Assessment of the Australian Turf Industry and a Lifecycle
Assessment of Turf’ (TU16000).
The project saw Infotech Research visit over 30 turf growing sites across the country to identify best
environmental practices and quantify the environmental impact of turf across its lifecycle.
One of the most important outcomes of the project were some easy to implement tips for improving onfarm environmental outcomes without sacrificing profit.
It’s remarkably simple to make your farm more environmentally sound, and these tips will have little
impact on your bottom line
Minimise inputs
Use less fertiliser more often
Check weather before fertilising
Spot spray weeds preferentially
Plan a preventative maintenance regime for equipment
Use less toxic more efficient materials
Avoid persistent and toxic chemicals
Change from diesel to electric irrigation pumps
Install solar panels for heating and power
Buy the most efficient machinery
Protect sensitive environments
Bund storages of chemicals and fertilisers
Tarp piles of fertilisers and soils
Divert run-off to dams for water reuse
Use screens to avoid spray drift
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Lawn Solutions Australia – Turf Australia
Lawn Solutions Australia’s Turfgrass Research and Development
program continues to improve its range of new varieties that it has
under development. LSA has recently imported a range of new zoysia
grasses, suited to both the residential and commercial and sports turf
markets.
These new grasses have been developed and selected by leading
institutions including the University of Georgia from the Dr. Brian
Schwartz breeding program and through David Doguet’s breeding
program at BladeRunner Farms which has the largest zoysia
collection in the world. LSA has had strong standing relationships with
these institutions with new varieties TifTuf and Sir Grange coming
from UGA and BladeRunner respectively. Sir Grange is sold in many
other parts of the world as Zeon Zoysia and Lawn Solutions has the
exclusive rights to sell Zeon/Sir Grange Zoysia in Australia.
These new strains of Zoysia are on trial at several locations around
the country, with the goal to be constantly searching for varieties that
will have environmental and economic benefits for consumers right
around the country.
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TurfCert Auditor Training takes place
Global Mark Auditors look over a soon-to-be TurfCert certified crop of a
newly released turf variety, on a chilly day in Pitt Town Bottoms NSW, late
last month.
Two days of intensive turf-training took place last month to bring a team
of quality auditors up to speed with the requirements of a newly developed
national turf certification program.
The Australian Seeds Authority (ASA) has been putting the finishing touches
to its TurfCert Turf Certification Program over recent months and in the
final implementation stages has been working solidly with TurfPlus as well
as Global Mark and their auditors in tying the program together.
The team from TurfPlus, in conjunction with Global Mark organised for a
couple of back-to-back training days that covered turfgrass identification,
weeds, pest and disease; both in theory and in on-farm practical
presentations.
Read More . . .
https://greenspaceturf.com.au/turfcert-auditor-training-takes-place/ or
http://bit.ly/2k6EjSY
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