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Turf Australia National Conference - REGISTER NOW
There’s still time to register for the Turf Australia National Conference
being held in Sydney over three days, from 30 May - 1 June.
We’re focusing on the farm this year, looking at everything to do with the
operations of your turf farm whether that be transport, safety or
production.
Guest speakers include:
Tim Hansen, National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
Val Leinasar and Jeremy Whyte, SafeWork NSW

Diary Dates
19-21 May 2019, Turfbreed
Conference, Hunter Valley, NSW
30-31 May 2019, Turf Australia
National Conference and Field
Day, Sydney Olympic Park,
NSW
1 June 2019, Turf Charity Race
Day, Rosehill, NSW
18-20 June 2019, Landscape
Irrigation Conference &
Exhibition, Gold Coast, QLD

Gavin Rogers, TurfCo
Paul Jackson and Michael Bradbury, Syngenta
Dr Mick Battam, AgEnviro Services
And more!
Read More...

24-28 June 2019, Asia
Pacific Turfgrass Conference,
Brisbane, QLD
15-16 July 2019, Lawn
Solutions Aust Conference,
Sydney, NSW

Nuturf - Platinum sponsor

28-30 July 2019, Turf Australia
NxGen Forum, SA
1-2 August 2019, Green
Industry Growing Leaders (Part
2), Brisbane, QLD
12-13 August 2019, Liveable
Cities Conference, Adelaide, SA

Exhibiting at the Turf Australia Conference

Sponsored by
Platinum

Companies are invited to exhibit and demonstrate their products and
equipment at the Turf Australia Conference.
Choices of full conference package or just the Field Day are available.
Click here for more information

AusGAP - Platinum Sponsor
AusGAP turf certification uses a tightly controlled expansion program to ensure that
every piece of turf sold retains the traits of the original strain. Under this program,
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certified turf will never be more than 3 generations from the original source
material.
Read More...

Story of the Month: Preventing crime one green space at a time
Did you know that in New York City, neighbourhoods with the most

Gold

investment in green spaces (turf, trees, parks and plants) are
seeing 213 fewer felonies a year, according to a study by the New
York Restoration Project?
Read More...
Silver

Industry
Advertising
POSITION VACANT
HG SPORTS TURF

Environmental Assessment of the Australian Turf Industry update
Running since 2016, the Environmental Assessment of the Australian Turf
Industry (TU16000) project is exploring ways our industry can improve
environmental performance without compromising productivity or
profitability for growers. We’re aiming to enable growers to provide carbon

Turf Production Manager –
Alexandra, Victoria
Click here for more details
FOR SALE
Mower for Sale

footprints and environmental product declarations to the market.
Having completed the benchmarking report and four case studies, the team
at Infotech Research is now working on the lifecycle assessment aspect of
the project.
Read the progress note click here for more information:

The grass is looking greener for our future industry leaders
The 2019 Green Industry Growing Leaders Program (MY16002) has
commenced with a two-day introductory Leadership Forum being held in
Sydney on 1-2 May.
Our 2019 Green Leaders are:
Greg Pelka, Farmer at Rosemount Turf
Sarah Measley, Owner and Manager at Top End Turf
Danny Hack, Turf Farm Manager at Lilydale Instant Lawn
Craig Banbury, Farm Manager at Gleview Turf
Shane Bridges, Marketing Manager at Jimboomba Turf Group
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Read More...

LSA - Platinum Sponsor
Lawn Solutions Australia members have recently returned from a groundbreaking turf study tour to Thailand and Vietnam. 35 LSA growers from around
the country were given the opportunity to see several high-end golf courses in
one of the worlds fastest growing golf markets, South East Asia.
Read More...

Focus on Turf Transport at Turf Australia National Conference
With 67% of turf growers delivering directly to customers, transport is a
vital part of the turf production business.
The Turf Australia National Conference will address several aspects of
managing turf transportation.
Read More...

NxGen Conference: 28-30 July 2019

2015 model 11 gang
Kesmac cylinder mower,
cutting width of 7.6m.
Set up with fairway rollers
and comes with a backlapping gearbox.
This mower has done very
little work and is in almost
new condition.

The NxGen Forum is heading to the Adelaide Hills this year!

$66,000 inc GST.

This event is targeted at the younger turf producers, up and coming
leaders and those who are new to the industry. The themes this year will
be leadership, team building and business development.

Call Paul Saad on 0438 792
629
FOR SALE

Read More...
Truck for Sale

IN THE NEWS: City of Marion allows artificial turf on council verges
Recently, the City of Marion in South Australia voted to allow residents to
lay artificial turf on the council-owned nature strips. However, this decision
has now been repealed following a council meeting this week following an
overwhelmingly negative reaction from the community.
Read More...

2004 MAN Prime mover,
Trailer and forklift
Woodford, QLD

Landscape Irrigation Conference - June 2019
Registrations are now open for the Landscape Irrigation Conference

Click here

FOR SALE
Kesmac Roller and Trailer

Don’t forget to register for the Landscape Irrigation Conference and Exhibition on the Gold Coast.
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This unique event with a specific focus on landscape irrigation brings together the entire urban irrigation sector
to provide a peer learning experience and provide delegates with the opportunity to see the latest waterefficient products on display and hear from leading industry experts on their best practice techniques.
Read More...

GTS - Silver Sponsor
MEET THE GTS TEAM
The GTS Team is made up of qualified agronomists and turfgrass managers
providing the highest standard of scientifically based advice in the turf market.
Paul Spencer - Director & Head Agronomist - Paul is a qualified agronomist
with a Bachelor of Applied Science (Horticultural Technology).
Read More...

As good a new with only
about 3-5 months work in
total. Trailer is
professionally fabricated for
the roller but easily adapted
back to just a trailer.
Available now $6000 plus
GST.
Call Hugo on 0439 367 760
WANTED
Trebro SC2010 Roll
Machine

Call Frank on 0418864434
Email:
lawn@buffaloturf.com.au
FOR SALE
Poyntz Harvester 18 inch
machine
Kits available to convert to
23 or 24 inch
$50,000 Plus GST
Call Frank on 0418864434

Have you got something for
sale? Turf Australia
members can advertise
here for free. For more
information contact Turf
Australia,
admin@turfaustralia.com.au
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AusGAP turf certification uses a tightly controlled expansion
program to ensure that every piece of turf sold retains the traits of
the original strain. Under this program, certified turf will never be
more than 3 generations from the original source material.
Each field planted with a certified turfgrass is classified under the
AusGAP certification program. There are restrictions on what can
be done with crops within each field classification.
Original stock - BREEDERS MATERIAL – A small amount of
grass is kept as a genetic resource to ensure a pure strain of the
variety is always available if there is ever a need to re-establish
the variety due to contamination, cross-pollination or mutation.
First generation - FOUNDATION FIELDS – The first expansion of
the new grass into a commercial quantity. The foundation farm is
where all planting stock is sourced for expansion onto other
AusGAP farms.
Second generation - REGISTERED FIELDS – An expansion of
the grass from the foundation fields (foundation farm) is classified
as a registered crop. Registered material can be used for
commercial sale, or as expansion material on that particular farm.
Third generation - CERTIFIED FIELDS – This is stock that is only
to be sold commercially and cannot be used for expansion.
https://www.ausgap.com.au
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Did you know that in New York City, neighbourhoods with the most investment in green spaces (turf,
trees, parks and plants) are seeing 213 fewer felonies a year, according to a study by the New York
Restoration Project?
This is part of a growing body of research in the US reaching similar findings around the positive impact
of green spaces. In fact, a recent study in the city of Baltimore found a distinct inverse relationship
between the levels of crime and the use of, and maintenance of, turf in Baltimore yards.
These findings coming out of the US are echoing some similar research being done closer to home,
here in Australia. Last month, Hort Innovation released a study in partnership with real estate group
Raine & Horne, analysing the positive impact of lawn on house prices.
We should be seeing even more examples of this wider societal benefit of turf shortly, with research
provider Balmoral Group currently working on a research project (TU17006) that is quantifying the
direct and indirect benefits that flow from the production of turf including from economic, environmental
and human health and wellbeing perspectives.
Make sure you register for the Turf Australia National Conference, where the team from the Balmoral
Group will be providing an update on this project.
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Environmental Assessment of the Australian Turf Industry (March 2019 – progress note)
Hort. Innovation project TU16000- An Environmental Assessment of the Australian Turf Industry and
A Lifecycle Assessment of Turf
Having completed the Benchmarking report and four case studies, we are now working on the
Lifecycle assessment aspect of this project. The team has completed its assessment of five turf
installation sites and a further growing site was examined for nutrient travel through the soil. This
has involved taking soil samples soon after installation and then again after the summer growing
season.

Soil sampling at an installation site
One sports field, two recreational turf and
two golf course fairway installations have
been examined.
The sports field is more intensively
maintained and there is significant
variation in the maintenance of all sites.
Data derived from these study sites are
given in the following tables for
recreational turf (lawns) and sports fields.

Maintenance
Inputs
Hand mowing
Watering
Fertilising
Nitrogen
Phosphorus
Potassium
Mineral
additives
Ag chemicals

per year

Expected

MJ/m2
L/m2
L/m2

0.61
0.018
100

kg/m2
kg/m2
kg/m2
kg/m2

0.024
0.0036
0.0012
0.0012

kg/m2
kg/m2

0.015
0.00015

Maintenance
Mowing fuel
consumption
Rolling, aerating

L/m2/y
L/m2/y

0.0128
0.0064

Watering

L/m2/y

140

Fertiliser

kg/m2/y

0.50

Recreational turf lawns
Comments
11.9 L of petrol per Ha (15 mows over the year –
biweekly in Spring and monthly after 15 Dec)
Fortnightly watering to 5mm for 20 weeks per year
4 kg All Purpose Fert per 500m2 = 0.008 kg/m2
three times per year
Nitrogen 15%
Phosphorus 5%
Potassium 5%
Assume ag lime or similar product addition at 150
kg/Ha (0.015 kg/m2)
Weedicides at 150 g/Ha
Maintenance schedule of a sports field
Mowing 2x per week over growing season (32) at
0.4ml/m2/mow (diesel fuel)
Once per week equivalent energy use of mowing
23,300 L/Ha/day for 20 weeks over the growing
period
Regular fortnightly fertilisation at 48 kg/Ha of
15:3:15
plus one off additions.

Nitrogen
Phosphorus
Potassium
Mineral
additives

kg/m2/y
kg/m2/y
kg/m2/y

0.052
0.014
0.056

NPK 5-5-5 added
Super phosphate added
Granular slow release granular fertiliser

kg/m2/y

0.082

Ag chemicals

kg/m2/y

0.00019

Gypsum, kieserite, trace elements
Weedicide, pesticides, fungicides, preventative
herbicides

Turf installation in a new housing estate
Soil sampling taken after the summer growing season gave mixed results for the retention of
nutrient nitrogen and sequestered carbon in soils. The average retention of carbon in the soils was
2.5 tonne per hectare compared to a US study that gave a figure of 1.4 tonne per hectare.
This has to be balanced out against the carbon dioxide emissions from other maintenance activities
such as mowing, irrigation and fertilisation, all of which take energy and result in greenhouse gas
emissions.
We are putting this data into a lifecycle assessment model that should provide a net environmental
impact over a 5 and 10 year turf lifecycle.
Details of the figures we have developed and the assumptions we have used are given in a lifecycle
analysis Goal and Scope report. This is available to the industry for comment. Please contact John
Cumming (john@infotechresearch.org) for a copy.

https://www.turfaustralia.com.au/communications?command=article&id=1778&contact_id=2&r=A&message_id=286&utm_source=com…

The 2019 Green Industry Growing Leaders Program (MY16002) has commenced with a two-day
introductory Leadership Forum being held in Sydney on 1-2 May.
Our 2019 Green Leaders are:
Greg Pelka, Farmer at Rosemount Turf
Sarah Measley, Owner and Manager at Top End Turf
Danny Hack, Turf Farm Manager at Lilydale Instant Lawn
Craig Banbury, Farm Manager at Gleview Turf
Shane Bridges, Marketing Manager at Jimboomba Turf Group
The program is run by consultancy firm, The Right Mind, and funded by Hort Innovation using turf and
nursery levies, and funds from the Australian Government.
This year, five scholarships were awarded to turf industry participants, who are turf levy payers or
employees of levy payers
This four-month professional development course is designed to help participants take the next step in
their career, through the development of leadership and people management skills.
Our five future leaders will now undertake a chosen Workplace Project, where they’ll be able to apply
the tools and skills they’ve learnt. The program will conclude with a final two-day Leadership Forum in
Brisbane on 1-2 August.
People are at the core of our industry, so it’s vital that we focus on the continued development of our
workforce. We look forward to hearing what participants learn and sharing their insights!
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Lawn Solutions Australia members have recently returned from a
ground-breaking turf study tour to Thailand and Vietnam. 35 LSA
growers from around the country were given the opportunity to see
several high-end golf courses in one of the worlds fastest growing golf
markets, South East Asia. These courses, which included West
Lakes, Laem Chambang Golf Club and Hoiana Shores Golf Club have
all been recently turfed with Sir Grange (Zeon Zoysia) a turf grass
which was selected for its minimal maintenance and its outstanding
appearance and playability. LSA would like to thank Brad Burgess and
the team at Sports Turf Solutions for such an outstanding opportunity
and for their exceptional hospitality. Lawn Solutions Australia regularly
offers opportunities like this to their members, which not only provide
the chance to see new products in other countries but also gives the
opportunity to spend valuable time together as farmers and
businesses and further improves relationships and shared knowledge.

lawnsolutionsaustralia.com.au
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With 67% of turf growers delivering directly to customers, transport is a vital part of the turf production
business.
The National Turf Conference will address several aspects of managing turf transportation.
Safety Management Systems and Chain of Responsibility will be addressed by Tim Hansen from
the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR).
The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) is Australia’s regulator for all heavy vehicles and are the
statutory authority for the Heavy Vehicle National Law.
NHVR's mission is to have a safe, efficient and productive heavy vehicle industry serving the needs of
Australia.
At the Field Day on Day 2 of the Conference, the focus will be looking at the On the Road restrictions
and issues faced by growers with inspectors such as loading and record keeping.
Mark Leach from Road and Maritime Services will address the issues they see with turf transportation
and it will be a great opportunity to talk directly to inspectors about issues you may be dealing with.
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Recently, the City of Marion in South Australia voted to allow residents to lay artificial turf on the
council-owned nature strips. However, this decision has now been repealed following a council meeting
this week following an overwhelmingly negative reaction from the community.
The divisive issue has been reported on by several news outlets including The Adelaide Advertiser and
Domain has reported on the divisive issue with many residents in opposition to the change in
regulations, resulting in the decision to overturn the regulations.
Turf Australia has responded to a request for comment by Domain for a follow-up article due out on
Saturday.
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MEET THE GTS TEAM
The GTS Team is made up of qualified agronomists and turfgrass
managers providing the highest standard of scientifically based
advice in the turf market.
Paul Spencer - Director & Head Agronomist
Paul is a qualified agronomist with a Bachelor of Applied Science
(Horticultural Technology).
Paul has over 20 years of turfgrass experience providing technical
support, developing new products and working as an agronomic
consultant in the turfgrass industry throughout Australia and Asia.
To get in touch will Paul directly email him on
paul@greenwayturfsolutions.com
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