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Winter magazine on its way

Keep an eye out on your mailboxes because the Winter edition of the
Turf Australia industry magazine is on its way.
In this edition we cover the NxGen 2018 Forum held in Cairns and
highlight the learning from the event and profile the turf farms visited
by the more than 40 participants. Also in the magazine, we take a look
at the what the industry’s levy-funded projects are up to, what the
state bodies have been doing, and introduce Hort Innovation’s new
chief executive officer.

Dates for your Diary
16-17 July 2018, Making Cities
Liveable Conference,

Melbourne VIC
18 July 2018, Safe Cities
Conference, Melbourne VIC
24-25 July 2018, Centre
Pivot/Lateral Move
Workshop, Mackay QLD
25 July 2018, Turf Australia
Annual General Meeting,
Surfers Paradise QLD

Mites workshops in Qld and NSW
Workshops to fully understand the prevalence and management of
mites in the turf industry will be held in Brisbane and Sydney in
coming weeks.
The Queensland workshop will be held on July 31 and the New South
Wales workshop on August 23.
Growers are urged to participate in the workshops if they have
experience with mites on their farms to assist IPM technologies
gaining a clearer picture of the industry’s mite issues and current
needs for control measures.
See the information flyer HERE

Comms feedback needed
All growers will soon receive an emailed survey asking a few quick
questions about the communications they receive as part of the Turf
Industry Communications project (TU16004).
The survey is part of the project’s continued improvement and will help
ensure the Enews bulletins, the industry magazine, the Turf Growers
Australia Facebook page and parts of the Turf Australia website are
delivering the information growers need.
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31 July 2018, Control of Pest in
Turf IPM Workshop, Cleveland
QLD
23 August 2018, Control of Pest
in Turf IPM Workshop,
Cleveland QLD
10-11 October, Biosecurity
Queensland Partners’ Forum,
Brisbane QLD
11-14 October 2018,
International Festival of
Landscape Architecture, Gold
Coast QLD
14-17 October 2018, PLA
International Parks Congress,
Melbourne VIC

For Sale
Have you got something for sale?
Turf Australia members can
advertise here for free. For more
information contact Rachel Layt,
admin@turfaustralia.com.au
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New Zealand study tour success
The first Turf Australia grower study tour has been undertaken with
great success at the end of June.
The levy-funded tour (TU17007) to New Zealand took a small group of
growers to the inaugural Australasian Turfgrass Conference and trade

Sponsored by
Platinum

show held in Wellington, visited a turf farm and toured Westpac
Stadium to inspect the turf on the field.
A full wrap up of the tour will be included in the spring edition of the
Turf Australia industry magazine.

Couch smut project begins
The levy-funded project Improved capacity for integrated disease
management of couch smut (Ustilago cynodontis) in turf (TU17002)
has been contracted to the University of Queensland.
To be led by Andrew Geering, the project is tasked with developing an
improved integrated disease management plan for couch smut and
will include researching the fungus to better understand its distribution
and transmission, as well as evaluating its control through fungicides
and the potential for resistant couch varieties and hybrids.

Gold

Silver

The project will continue through until August 2020.

NSW EPA regulations changes
In the past week there have been alerts sent throughout the wider turf
industry regarding changes to two Environmental Protection Authority
(EPA) regulations in New South Wales. These issues relate to the
reuse of turf chafing and the ground application licences for applying
chemicals.
Turf Australia is currently investigating both these issues to ensure
New South Wales growers are fully briefed on any impact these
changes may have on production, however, early indicators
suggested they may be minimal.
Turf Australia’s Jenny Zadro said some of the information put out had
been confusing for growers and the industry but has sought to clarify it
for growers.
Read More...

Safety railing workshop success
Around 35 growers attended a workshop at Greener Lawns, Sydney,
this week to review and discuss the safety railing system for hand
stack harvesters.
The documentation and testing processes for the railing system were
reviewed on the day, and growers could view two machines with
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railing modifications installed – both of which had been tested and
approved for use.
NSW growers who were unable to attend the meeting and want the
documentation can contact Matt Plunkett at info@turfnsw.com.au

LSA - Platinum Sponsors of Turf Australia
Lawn Solutions Australia is a dedicated national network of turf
producers providing consistently high quality turfgrasses, turf-care
products and other specialised turf services to the landscape,
commercial and domestic turf markets.
Read More...

Lateral and pivot irrigation training in Vic
Irrigation Australia is offering a training course in Victoria which may
be helpful for turf growers looking to increase their understanding and
training in using lateral and centre pivot irrigator equipment.
The two-day workshop will be held on July 24 and 25 in Kerang, in
northern Victoria and some Victoria irrigators may be eligible for
course cost subsidies.
The course will help growers/farmers understand key points for
planning, design and operation to get the best out of these systems
and maximise their productivity. Variable rate irrigation and
management of these systems are given particular emphasis.
Read More...

Setting the strategy for Hort Frontiers Fund
The Frontiers Consultation paper is now available on the Hort
Innovation website and turf growers interested in how the Frontiers
Fund is spent are encouraged to participate in the feedback.
The purpose of this paper is to elicit feedback on the research themes
within the existing seven Frontiers Funds, and use this information to
build individual strategic Investment Plans, to replace the current
Strategic Intent documents.
It is the first step in a process that will enable the creation of Frontier
SIPs (similar to those available in Strategic Levy funds).
The paper can be found online at https://horticulture.com.au/ourwork/hort-frontiers

Hort Innovation news
The latest edition of Hortlink is now live
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at www.horticulture.com.au/hortlink-2018-edition-2.
Hortlink is released by Hort Innovation quarterly, and provides an
update on all new, current and completed levy-funded activity in the
Turf industry, along with all of the other horticultural industries. As well
as project updates, results and resources, Hortlink also features
profiles in the ‘Faces of Horticulture’ section, industry contacts and
more.

International standards for turf
The AusGAP certification program for turf production has recently
announced it now meets international standards with a partnership
with the International Turfgrass Genetic Assurance Program (ITGAP)
formed.
The ITGAP is the world’s premier turf quality assurance system that
monitors turf production sites worldwide to ensure that turfgrasses are
grown, inspected, and sold under a rigorous set of rules and
guidelines.
The AusGAP certified turf program, run by Nick Dorney, is now
the only registered ITGAP agent in the world. As ITGAP agents,
AusGAP inspectors must ensure that the Australian growers meet all
areas of compliance under the ITGAP guidelines.

Sent by Turf Australia, PO Box 92 Richmond NSW 2753
Unsubscribe

https://www.turfaustralia.com.au/newsletters/id/252

4/4

https://www.turfaustralia.com.au/communications?command=article&id=1546&contact_id=2&r=A&message_id=252&utm_source=com…

NSW EPA regulations changes
In the past week there have been alerts sent throughout the wider turf industry regarding
changes to two Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) regulations in New South Wales.
These issues relate to the reuse of turf chafing and the ground application licences for applying
chemicals.
Turf Australia is currently investigating both these issues to ensure New South Wales growers
are fully briefed on any impact these changes may have on production, however, early indicators
suggested they may be minimal.
Turf Australia’s Jenny Zadro said some of the information put out had been confusing for
growers and the industry but has sought to clarify it for growers.
Reuse of turf chafing: It has been reported by some private organisations, that relocation and
reuse of turf chafing is not permitted under the Protection of Environment Operations Act and a
licence or exemption is required.
“Growers can be reassured that this situation has been investigated and following discussions
with the NSW EPA and turf industry representatives through the various NSW representative
bodies, it has been determined that currently turf could be covered by the mulch exemption as
well as other turf renovation practices covered by the excavated natural material exemption,”
Jenny said.
Initial discussions with EPA indicate that chafing or scarifying turf and relocating it was
considered appropriate as a part of the business operations.
“There are some grey areas, and those issue relate to material taken from one site and then
moved to another without it officially being a professional business transaction,” Jenny said.
The following activities are considered unaffected by these changes, as long as they remain on
the original site (either composted or reused):
·

turf clippings

·

hollow tyne coring

·

chafing

·

scarifying

Turf Australia will continue to work with the wider turf industry and the EPA to review the option
of obtaining an exemption for the turf industry.

Ground Applicators Licence: An alert was distributed through the turf industry regarding a new
Ground Applicators licence for the spraying of pesticides. Under the new regulations from the
EPA NSW effective from July 1, 2018, there are special training, license, notification and record
keeping requirements for pest management technicians, fumigators and training organisations.
Turf Australia believes that turf growers are covered under the current exemptions.
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The regulation states:
6. If you are an individual undertaking any of the following activities (which are not defined as
‘prescribed work’) you are not required to hold a license, but these activities may require
different training:
(b) The use of pesticides by an individual for amenity horticulture purposes (such as ground or
garden maintenance, landscaping, floriculture, arboriculture or the operations of a nursery),
For Producers/Growers - Exemptions (you do not need a license) if:
·
Use of pesticides by yourself, or an employee, in connection with agricultural activities on
your own land
·
Your fumigation work is carried out on your own farm land and only for the control of insect
pests in stored products or for the control of rabbits, mice or rats
There is also another Exemption for “Farms” —on-farm use of fumigants
A person may carry out fumigation work on land used for an agricultural activity without a license
if:
a)
the person is the owner or occupier of the land or an employee of the owner or occupier,
and
b)

the fumigation work is carried out in connection with the agricultural activity for the control

of insect pests in stored products or for the control of rabbits, mice or rats, and
c)

the fumigation work is carried out in compliance with the instructions on the approved

label for the pesticide being used.
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Lateral and pivot irrigator training in Vic
Irrigation Australia is offering a training course in Victoria which may be helpful for turf growers
looking to increase their understanding and training in using lateral and centre pivot irrigator
equipment.
The two-day workshop will be held on July 24 and 25 in Kerang, in northern Victoria and some
Victoria irrigators may be eligible for course cost subsidies.
The course will help growers/farmers understand key points for planning, design and operation to
get the best out of these systems and maximise their productivity. Variable rate irrigation and
management of these systems are given particular emphasis
According to Irrigation Australia, centre pivot and lateral move systems are increasing in
popularity. And while these systems can be water efficient, low energy consumers and useful for a
range of crops, research shows that many Pivots and Lateral Move are not operating as well as
they should.
COURSE FEE: $820 + GST Member, or $1210 + GST Non Member
SUBSIDISED COST: $150.00 + GST to Irrigators in the NCCMA Irrigation Region.
To find out if you qualify or for more information, contact Matthew Hawken, Agriculture Victoria, on
03 5450 9528 or email: matthew.hawken@ecodev.vic.gov.au
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Turf Australia is proud to have Lawn Solutions Australia (LSA)
as a Platinum Sponsor for 2017/18. Lawn Solutions Australia is a
dedicated national network of turf producers providing consistently
high quality turfgrasses, turf-care products and other specialised turf
services to the landscape, commercial and domestic turf markets.
With the largest collection of new turf types in the southern
hemisphere, Lawn Solutions Australia is at the forefront of turfgrass
research and development in Australia as well as ensuring the health
and safety of employees, customers and the public while improving
our environment. Lawn Solutions Australia continue to set the highest
standard in turf and turf production through the development and
adoption of industry best practices and offer specifiers, designers,
planners and the end-user a superior consistency of turf product right
around the country. Turf Australia are pleased to have LSA's ongoing
support.
lawnsolutionsaustralia.com.au
Please contact Turf Australia if you and/or your organisation are also
interested in sponsoring and supporting our great turf industry.
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